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GENERAL AGREEMENT ON + aren 1965
TAR!FFS AND TRADE Specia’ Distribution

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF A GROUP OF
[ESS-DEVELOPED COUNTRIES ON 2 MARCH 1065

TR S X A U AT AL NS

L. The twenty-fourth meeting of representatives ¢f 2 Group of Less-Developed
Countries took place on 2 March 1965 under the Chairmanship of H.E. Nr. 5. Letts,
Lmbassador of Peru,

2. The meeting was attended by representatives of ilgeria, Argentina, Brazil,
Ceylon, Chile, Cuba, Ghone, India, Indonesia, Israel, Jamaica, Malawi, Malta,
Peru, Rhodesia, Spain, United Arab Republic, Uruguay and Yugocslavie. The Group
had beforc it for discussion INT(65)38/Rev.l, z draft cutline, prepared by the
secretariat, of a Plan for Participation of Less=Devcloped Countries in the
Kennedy Round.

2. While cortain representatives indicated that they had to rcscrve the
position of their governments on the text, therc was general zgrocement in the
Group that the draft represcated 2 satisfactory basis for discussion within the
Sub-Committec on the Participation of the Less-Developad Countrics., Therce was
nowever discussion on a number of tepics in respeet of wnich it wzs considered
clarification was nceded.

Countrics with a predominont interest in cxports of agricultural products

&, The Chailrman, in reply to a question, suggested that countrics ¢

availing themsclves of the proviso in the scoond sentence of the first paragraph
of tne text in terms of the procadure outlined in the third sentence ¢f the flrst
paragraph, indicate that they had such 2 primery interest in agrisulitural oxports.
i represcntative remarked that 2 country, ..ght oexpericnee difficulty, in the
absenec of any indication of progress in negotiatibns on agriculture, in dcciding,
on tre date sct for the presentation of notifications, whethier it wished %o act

in terms of the proviso in guestion. In this conncxion it was suggcested thot o
country coculd, at the time of presentation of its notificaticn, invoke the
proviso but would be frec, in the light of subscquent developments in the
negotiztions on agriculturc, to make offcrs on the agreed date in the normal way.
Tt could also, to cnsurc its participation in negotiations on menufactured items,
make = partiai offer whilst rescrving its position as regards the rost of its
cffor untll such time as the negotiations on agriculturc hod progrossad sufficicntly.
It was suggested that this matter could be raiscd in the Sub-Committcl on
Perticipation.
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Contents of partial cxceptions lists

5. ;. representative pointed out that, in terms of paragraph 2(2) of the draft,
industrial countrics might not indicate items included in thecir oxceptions list
which had been identifiad as of interest to developing countrics by Commititee III
but which had not been included In lists submitted by individucl less-developed
countrics, The representative of the secretariat suggested that in practice
most of, 'if not all, the items identified by Committee III would have becn
included in the individual country lists.

Conditions governing contributions

6, ~ represent e noted that, whercas the carlier sceretariat draft
Spec(64)197 had recognition to the fact that less-developed countries with
2 prcdominant T in agricultural products could make any indication of their

contribution conditional on satisfactory arrangements for agriculture, the concept
cf = conditional contribution had not been taken up in the present draft. The
representative suggested that this matter could be clarificd by the Sub-Committec
on Participation,

The nature of contributions by less-developed countrics

Te 4 representative recalled that in carlier drafts mention had been made of the
"contribution" the less-developed countrics were willing tc make but he ncted that,
in the present text, there was refercncc to "offers" by these countries. He
suggested that the usc of "offers" might give rise to a misunderstanding since it
might be construed as mecning that the contribution of less-developed countries

in the XKenncedy Round would be qualitatively, and perhaps coven quantitatively,
similar t» those of developed countries.

Reasons for the inclusion of items on cxceptions lists

3. There was some discussion as to whether less-developed countries receiving
partial exceptions lists would 2ls0 be notified of the reasons why items had been
excepted. In this connexion it was pointed out that, in terms of tht draft, the
iess-developed countries would be receiving the report of the Chairman of the
Trade Negotiations Committec; they would nlso, in teking part in tradc
negotiations, in terms of paragraph 4 of the draft, be entitled to reccive all
documentation arising from the trade negotiations; and could, in the course of
the sxamination mentioned in paragraph 2(c¢), enquirc -f the reasons for the
inclusion of items on exceptions lists.

Non-tariff barriers

3. & represcntative observed that no mention was made in the draft of non-tariff
parricrs, 2 subject to which =z number of develnping countries attached much
importeoncee. Less~developed countrics would, under the procedurcs proposed,



esent their notifications and perhops oven their "offers" prior to their
know'qg the outecome of negotiations on non-teriff barriers and the intentions
the developcd countries in this respect. —The reoresentatives ofF the
eretarict polnuo out that the examination mentisned in parazreph 2(c¢) weuld
fferd develeping countries an opportunity of sbtaining information on these
ints in 32 far as they rolatsd to the ivems under discussicn. 1% was
ci that clarifica tlﬁu sn this matiter should be sought in the Sub-Committcee.
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T position of less=—deveclcoped countrigs o5 regards the reccipt of "offers' other
thon those of the lincar-cut ccuntrics

10. i represcntative remarked that,whercas in Spec(64)197 mention had bocn‘made
of "lists of exceptions/offers", the new text referred only to "xc»ptlo
Tt would secm that doveloping countrics would not be entitled to roceive Aetails
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cf the offers of developed countrics nct participating on the basis of & linear
cut. ‘ : ‘

11, *t was suggested
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12.. It was preposced shat, in order oo faeilitate work-in the ~uc-Comm ttec
itzell, it would o desirable for cericin or the peints roiscd during the
mccting to bo put $o tac industrialized countrics in order that they shoul LG
acquainted. tltk ke viows of the developing countrics and have the opportunity
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