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On behalf of the developing countries, I would like to express our
satisfaction that the meeting of the Trade Negotiations Committee is taking place
at a very important moment - thet is, the final stage of the Multilateral Trade
Negotintions.

It is importent thot the supreme body for these negotiations comsider the
positions of delegations and how they may be finalized successfully in the mutual
interest of all participants, on the basis of the obJectlves set out in the
Tokyo Declaration. . :

We are all awvare of the fact that the trade relations we are endeavouring
to improve substantially in this round are not a matter of power and goodwill
and thet access to markets for imports is not a privilege. On the contrary, the
interdependence of the countries of this globe calls for mutusl understanding
from all of us and also for an effort to find solutions that are satisfactory in
terms of our common interest and that are invested with the characteristics ©of
universality of participation and a fair share in contributions.

Having this. in mind, the developing countries understand that these
negotiations are not a matter of a few countries presenting & package on which
an opinion is to be expressed, but rather s matter of full participation by 2ll
on an equal footing on nll the subjects of negotiation that are of common
interest. At this stage we are requesting that & rule be established for the .
decision-making process in the MIN according to which no adoption of a'negotiating
document would be accepted unless the large mejority of participants declared
themselves in favouwr of it. We connot proceed on the basis that a group of a few
countries may consider it approprm’ce for others to be kept out of arrangements
if they are not in a position to accept their conceptunl approa.ch. Furthermore,
whenever cmendments are made in the General Agreement, the OON’ERAPTTNG PARTIES
have to approve them acecarding to the existing rules.
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We all waited & long time before certain important.countries were
empowered to negotiate. It would not be sppropriate at this stage to force
the time-table on some important issues whose mpllcatlons would extend over
many years. We stick to the pr::.nc:.ple that quality is more 1mpor‘cant than
‘the time element, but we certainly favour speedy solutions for all issues of
‘8 very fmda.menta.l nature. Therefore, we need to agree on a time-teble for
negotiations which should involve all parblclpa.nts on the ba.s:.s of realistic
possibilities and which would not postpone the final results of negotiations
beyond the time-table we all have in mind at present.

The interest of developing countries in negotiations is not limited
to securing special and differentiesl treatment. They are interested in
teking part in the totality of negotiating issues; special and differential
treatment, where possible and eppropriate, is only a part of this., It
would therefore be a mistake to ask for their -articipation only when
special and differential treatment is cons:.d.ered, or to limit their share

only to this subject.

As ma.tters look sat present the: d.evelop:.ng countries are Justlf:.ed in
feeling apprehension that they might come out of these negotiations with a
negative balance sheet. In further negotiations, this point has to be taken
into account very carefully and examined on an ongoing basis because -the
finalization of negotiations could be accepted as successful by the
developlng countries only if ma..]or points of fundamental interest to them
receive satisfactory solution in accordance with the objectives stated in
the Tokyo Declaration. :

To be more concrete, as matters stend at the present time a.nd at th.:.s
stage of negotiations, we would like to attract attentlon to a few ‘
illustrative cases.

In tariff negotiations, the developing countries have submitted requests,
and on occasion additional requests, as well as requests for offers in cases
where offers were lacking, requests for deeper cuts than those prov:l.ded by
formula; they have submitted requests for the avoidance of erosion of
preferences and requests for advence implementation of concessionsy . they
have also submitted informetion ebout their position as suppliers and -
indicative lists of the products of their interest. But no response has been
‘forthccm.ng. It would be normal to expect positive reactions to these
requests which include deeper-tha.n—formula cuts, exclusion of products of
export 1nterest to developing countries from the exemption list, avoidence
of limiting offers only on the basis of the requests of principal suppliers
vwhere developing countries' products are involved. We do not think it
appropr:.a.te to withdraw offers where products of interest to developing:
countries are concerned. - For tropical products, it would be normsl to
expect many improvements in the realization of long-standing objectives such
as duty-free and barrier-free access. We also expect additional offers to
promote the exports of the least-developed cowntries and, finally, compen-
sation for the erosion of preferences. Is it possible to terminate
negotiations without dealing with such questions of a fmdamental nature
Tor the developing countries?
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As regards non-~tariff measures, various issues of vital interest to
developing countries are still hanging in the air, as for instance:

the selective approach in safeguard pronosals will hﬂve serious
implications for the future trade interests of all developing countries;

e
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subsidies and countervailing duties are not in a stage where it coul
be assured that the rights of deve10p1ng countries would be protected
adequately,

in government procurements there is a tendency to exclude the
developing countries from the negotiating system;

standerds are far from securing any assistance for developing cowntries;

the graduation concept for developing countries introduces a new element
of discretional and discriminatory actlons against developing countries'
interests;

residual restrictions, particularly quantitative restrictions affecting
the exports of developing countries have been left aside in the negotiating
process;

agricultural products - practically speaking, no provision has been
made for solutions regerding products of substantial interest to developing
countries' exports.

These few illustrative examples, &s we see them, show that we still
have to develop very intensive, serious and meaningful negotiating
activities in the coming months. Before that, we all need to do scme
rethinking and to make an important effort, based on substantial, additional
political will to seek mutually satisfactory solutions for trade relation-
ships between developed and developing ccuntries and to eliminate attempts
to introduce extraneous elements.

The developing countries consider that the objectives of the Tokyo
Declaration represent a series of commitments accepted by all participents.
For developing countries, they can be summarized as: (i) improved access
for their products, wh1ch should eneble them to achieve a substantial
increase in their foreign exchange earnings, diversification of their exports,
accelerstion of the rate of growth of their trade through special measures
in their favour to be taken in the negotiations, (ii) no reciprocity for
commitments made by developed countries, but possible contributions which are
not inconsistent with their individual development their financial and
trade needs, (iii) differential measures for developing countries which will
provide special and more favourable treatment for them in sll areas of
negotiations where this is feasible and appropriate, (iv) special treatment
in favour of the least-developed countries and {v) improvement of the inter—
national fremework for the conduct of world trade, meking it more suiteble
to the special needs and aspirations of the developing countries.
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: It is understandsble for there to be, in the process of negotiation,
many stages and meny bileteral and multilateral consultations, as a
technique for reaching umiversally acceptsble solutions. We think that we
are now very near the stage where all participants in the negotiations have
to take part in the final phase of effective negotiation which would lead us
to the finalization of the results of the Multilateral Trade Negotiations
in fulfilment of the Tckyo Declaration commitments and which have to be
assessed and adopted one day by this Committee.

We hope that this dsy might come very soou, and it will if there is
sufficient wnderstanding and political goodwill on the part of all
participants in these negotiations. After all, it is to the common
advantage to facilitate and promote reciprocal trade and to establish
appropriate additional rules which set up stable and equitable conditions
on a long-term basis for the conduct of world trade, such conditions being
of the utmost importance and necessity in the present stage in which the
world economy finds itself.



