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1. At its last mecting, the Group instructed the sccretariat to prepare an analysis
of the existing situation regarding thc inforiation required by customs cuthoritics
on the basis of work already carried out by the Customs Co-opcration Council and any
other information at the secrctariat's disposal (MIN/3B/11, paragraph g8).

2. In attempting to analyze the particulars requircd for inport dommentation, it
is essential to bcar in nind certain inportant distinctions. The first distinction
relates to the purposes for which the inforration is required. Thesc nay be any of
the following:

(i) caleculation of custons duty payablc;

(11) calculation cf taxes and othcr charges peyesble;
(iii) conforrity with licensing rcgulations;

(iv) central boanking and foreign currency control;
(v) hecalth and sanitary control;

(vi) collcction of statistical data.

Although only thc first purposc iy be said to fall clearly within the purview
of the customs authorities, thesc authoritics are often required to act as an agent
for othor governnent agencies in the fulfilnunt of any or all of the functions listed
gbovc, and thereforz all the formelities will ‘have to be passed before the goods .:ay
bc cleared for hone usec.

3. A further distincticn has tc be drawn betwcen the informetion itself and tae
differcnt docunents on which the relevant infornntion is to be provided. For example,
although any two countries may demand, by and large, sii:ilar types of information,
one may require the particulars tc bc given on the custons entry forn (nornelly
cornpletod by the importer or his agent%, while another nay require the information to
be provided on a custons invcice or a consular invoicc {which arc normally completed
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by the cxporter). At the sanc tine, it :must boe berme in nind that ziost of the |
inforration required for impertaticn formalitics has to be provided in the first
instance by the exporter, cither in the form cf the cormereial invoice or in the
forn of othc,r suppcrt:.ng docmn,ntary vvidonce which nay be required.

4o Thus ’ in seeking tc sinplify and har‘aonzza. inpert docuientation, the Group
will havc tc deal with two distinct problucs:

(2) the inforimation requircd:
(b) the diffcrent types of docunients to be completed.

In acccrdance with the Group's instructicns, the pr:.sent note . confi.nes itself to
the first of these problens. _ .

5. Since the last meeting of the Greup in May 1974, the Scerctariat of the
Custons Co-opcration Ccuncil has issued a revised draft ennex to the International
Convéntion con the Simplificaticn and Harronizaeticn of Custons Procedures which
concerns clearance for hoiie usc, and this is to be discussed at the next uiccting
cf thc Pernanent Technical Cor=iittee in October and at a preceding Working Party
ncetving. Paragraph 21 of this draft ennex deals with the contents of the Goods
Declaraticn and contains a list of particulars generally deericd necessary for the-
assessoent: and collecticn of . import: duties and taxes and fulfilient of other
functiorns which devolve on tho custonis authorities. Appendix I to the present
note contains the following extracts from the relevant CCC document (20.672):

(a) The CCC Seccrctariat Note tc the draft Annex;
(b) Plan of Annex B.l; -

(c) Poragraph 21 of the draft Annex; -

(d) List of Definitioms.

The attention of the Greup is drawn to paragraphs 4 and 5 of the CCC
Secretariat Wote, in which mtercsted international organizations arc invited to
submt their coments by 31 July 1974.

6. The list of particulars reproduced in Appendix I (Extrdct (c)‘ is based on
information collected by the CCC froi: i:erber countries ic 1972. The list is imade
up of thc iteis which practically 21i countries which replied to the questionmaire
require for their custoizs entry formalitics, and this list hes subsequently been
the subject of further discussion in the CCC., A further list of items requested
only by a few custorts administrations. has been published by the CCC in docu-
rents 19.060 and 18.909;  for the infcrration of members cf the Group, an abridged

version of this list ic :produc:d -in App.ndix II.
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7. In considering the CCC list of particulars generally considered necessary for
custonms formalities, it must be enphasized that this list refers to the simple
case of imports for direct home use. Additionzl particulars or docunentary
evidence 1ay be required in other cases, such as when the goods are subject to
licensing, health or sanitary regulations, or importation for re-export.

8. For the purpose of facilitating discussion within the Group, the Secretariat
has carried out a comparison between the proposed list of Common Requirements for
an All-Purpose Entry Document, contained in the second part of Annex I to docu-
rment MIN/3B/8, and the information obtained froum the CCC questionnaire referred to
in paragraph 6 above. The results of the couparison are contained in Appendix III.

9. Sinilarly, the list of Cormon Invoice Requirements which appears in the first
part of Annex I to MIN/3B/8 has been compared with a new ECE draft proposal for en
Aligned Gommercial Invoice which has been circulated to the Group in a separave
docunent (MIN/3B/14). The results of the corparison may be found in Appendix IV.
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O, THE ST PLIFICATION AND Hi HAthOI’IZATION
OF CUSTO..S, FROCEDURES

Bxtracts fron the Draft Anncx

crning Clecrence for. Home Use (Document 20.672

o mae S T e e A i - —— e

}v

1. At the Permcnent Technical Committeel's last Session, the Secreterict was
instructed to preparc a new droft annex concerning clecrance for houe use, in
vhich due considei-ction was to be given to the comments a2lready made by liembers
and the opinions expressed by the Working Party. It was zereed thcot wrovisions
relzbting to deferred payment might also be incorporated in the new draft ennex
(Report, Document 20.440, paragrzph 66).

2. The ncw draft annex concerning clesrance for home use is appended hereto.
Provisions relating to dcferred payment have been incorporated.

3. In view of the length of thi- text, it has bteen felt that a plen of the
annex should be provided to facilitete the Committee's work.

L. liember States, non-licmbers and interestcd internationzl organizations are
invited to submit their commenis and suggestion: om this draft.

E. icplies, tyved in dupliczte on one side of the paper only, should reach the
Secreteriat by 31 July 1974.

- -
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EXTRACT (b)
INTRODUCTION Plan of énnex B.1
DEFINITIONS
STANDARDS AND RECOMMENDED PRACTICES
s Paragraphs
PRINCTPLES , 1 and 2
COMPETENT CUSTOMS QFFICES 3 and 4
LODGMT OF THE GOODS DECLARATION
(2) Choice of the office of clearance 5
(b) Lodgement of the goods declaration outside the 6
business hcurs of the customs office
(¢) Time allowed for lodgement of the declaration 7 t0 9
(d) Periodic deposit of declarations 1c
THE DECLARANT
(a) Persons mntitled to zct as declarant 11 to 13
(b) Responsibilities of the declarant : 14
(¢) Rights of the declarant 15 to 17
THE GOODS DECLARATION FOR HOME USE
(2) Goods decleration form 18 and 19
(b) Lay-out key for the goods decleration 20
(¢) Contents of the goods decleration 21 and 22
(d) Number of copies to be submitted 23 and 24
(e) Documents to be sutmitted in support of the goods 25 to 27
declaration

(£) Amendment of the goods declaration 28 and 29
(g) Withdrawal of the goods declaration 30
OFFICIAL ACCEPTANCE OF THE GOODS DECLARATION 31 and 32

CHECKING OF THE GOODS DECLARATION 33 to 35
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EXAMINATION OF THE GOODS

(a)
(v)

(e)
(a)
(e)
(£)
(2)

Examination of geoods outside the business hours of

the customs office

Examination of goods outside the premises of the
customs office

Time required for examinetion of goods

Extent of examination of goods

Sampling

Presence of the declarant at examination of goods
Errors in the declaration

ASSESSMENT OF IMPORT DUTIES AND TAXES

(a)
(b)

Factors to be taken into consideration
Rates of import duties and taxes applicable

PAYMENT OQF IMPORT TUTIES AND TAXES

(a)
(o)
(e)
(@)
(e)

(£)

Methods of payment accepted
Date and p
Deferred payment of import duties and taxes
Proof of payment

Period of limitation for the collection of import
duties and taxes

lace of payment

Interest on arrears

PELEASE OF GOQDS

DESTRUCTION, ABANDONMENT OR SALE OF GOODS

INFORMATION CONCERNING CLEARANCE FOR HOME USE

Par aphs

36
37

38 to 41

42 to 44

45 and 46
47

48 and 49

50
51 and 52

53 and 54
55
56 to 61

63;'

64
65 to 68
69 and 70
71
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EXTRACT (c

Paragraph 21 of the Draft Annex

Contents of the goods declaration
Recommended_practice

The customs authorities should require the goods declaration to provide only
such particulars as are deemed necessary for the assessment and collection of
import duties and taxes, the compilation of statistics and the application of
the other laws and regulations which the customs are responsible for enforcing.

Note
The customs authorities generally require the following particv’ars:

(a) Particulars relating to per-ons

~ neme and address of declarant
- name and address of importer

(b) Particulars relating to transport

- mode of transport
- identification of means of transport

(¢) Particulars relating to the goods

- country whence consigned and country of origin
- description of the packages (number, nature, marks and numbers, weight)
- tariff description of the goods
(d8) Partic g for the assessment of import duties and es
for each description of goods)
- teriff heading
- rates of import duties and taxes
- gross weight, net weight or other quantity
- value for customs purposes
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(e)

Other particulars

statistical item number applicable. to each description of goods

area whence the goods were consigned or reference to applicable legal
provisions (where preferential treatment is claimed)

reference to documents submitted in support of the goods declaration
place, date and signature of the declarant.



(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(£)

(e)

(h)
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EXTRACT (d)

Definitions

For the purposes of this Annex:

the term "clearance for home use" means the Customs procedure under which
imported gcods are released by the Customs and may iremain permanently in

the Customs territory. This preccedure implies the payment of any impcrt duties
and tazes chargeable and the accomplislment of any necessary Customs
formalities;

the term "import duties and taxes® means Customs duties and all other
duties, taxtes, fees or other charges which are collected on or in connesdon
vith the importation of goods but not including fees and charges which are
limited in amount to the approximate cost of services rendered;

the term "Goods declaration® means a statement made in the form prescribed by
the customs, by which the persons interested indicate the particular Customs
procedure to be applied to the goods and furnish the facts which the Customs
require to be declared for the epplication of that procedure;

the term "declarant" means the person who signs a Goods declaration or in
whose name it is signed;

the term “checking of the Goods declaration®" means the action taken by the
Customs to satisfy themselves that the Gocds declaration is properly made
out and the supporting documents required are attached;

the tern.'examination of goods” means tae physical inspection of goods by the
Customs to ascertain that their nature, condition, quantity and velue are in
accordance with the particuiars furnished in the Goods declaration;

the term "assessment of import duties and taxes means the determinstion of
the amount of duties and taxes payable;

the term "release" means the action by the Customs to permit goods undergoing
clearance to be placed at the disposal of the persoas concerned.



MTL/3B/13
Page 10

Yote
There are two kinds of release:

- unconditional release, which means that the goods are freed from any
Customs restrictions; and

- conditional release, which means that the goods remain subject to certain
Customs restrictions;

the tern "security" means t.uat which ensures to the satisfaction of the

the Custons that an obligation to the Customs will be fulfilled. Security
is described as 'general' when it ensures that the obligations arising fronm
several operations will be fulfilled;

the term “person” means both natural and legal persons, unless the context
otherwise requires.
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APPENDIX II

Information which is Requested b a Few

Custons Ad:idinistrations

PARTICULARS RELATING TO_PERSONS WHO PARTICIPATE IN THE OPERATION

Consignor (or supplier)

PARTICULARS RELATING TO THE TRANSPORT OF THE GOODS

References to transport docuiientss bill of lading nunber, eirway bill nuaber,
TIR carnet nurber, etec.

Pecrt or placc of loading
Place of introduction

Place of unloading

Date of arrival or inportation

Location of the goods

PARTICULARS RELATING TO THE GOODS

Financial or corrmercial systen applicable to the goods ~ exchange control

PARTTCULARS RFLATING TO THE VALUE OF THE GOODS

Invoiced price
Conditions of delivcry and payuent

Transport and other charges (charges for warchousing, surveillonce, port dues
etc. :

Rate of exchange

PARTTCULARS WITH A VIEW TO_THE ASSESSMENT OF IMPORT DUTIES AND TAXES

Deferred payuent
Deposits
OTHER PARTICULARS REQUIRED

References to reports or to accounts to be discharged.

1Infornation which is requested by less than four custorns adainistrations has

been onitted.
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APPENDIX TIT

Corparison of Froposed Jist of Cormion Requirsnents for sn All-Purpose
Entry Docusient (3TN 8, Annex 1) with the Rosults of the CGC Questionnaire

(a) Itens required by all Custons Adninistrations

Question No.

Ite:: in All-Purpose
Entry Docunent
Gountry of zxport 3
Country of orizin A
Jiporter of record (naie and address) 6
Description of nerchondisc, tariff identification nwber and total
quantities expressod in units listed in ths tariff schedules 1
Entered rate of duty 15
Total entered value 16

A signed declaration by the party presenting the entry docunent
stating that all listed inforimtion is true and correct. If
contrary or suppleiemtal inforration is received by declerant
after entry docu:ent is filed with custons, such inforration will
be lizicdiately reported to the chief custons cfficer at the port of

entry 18
(b) Items required by 4-10 Custons Adninistrations

Foreign port of lading 1
Port of unlading

Date of ioport 9
Dock cor terriinal locaticn of nerchendise 10
Bill of lading nuiber 12

Currency ccnversion rate if other than official rate 17
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(c) Items required by O-3 Customs Adninistrations
Question No.
Iten in All-Purpese
Entry Docunent
Inporting vessel or carrier 5
Party for whose account the nerchandise was iiported (nane and address) 7
Date of export 8
Bond nunberl 11
Type of invoice supplied with entry docunent, i.e., pro for:a,
cormercial, or special custons invoice and nwiber of peges. 13

(d) Iteis required by all administrations but not included in list for proposed
all-purpose Fntry Docunent

Tariff Heading -
Statistical iten No. -

“This iten is not required by any adninistration.
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APPENDIX IV

Ccoparison of Proposed List of Coimon Invoice Requirerents

for Custons Purposcs (:TN/3B/8, irmax I) and the ECE draft

Proposcl for an Aligned Commercial Invoice (MIN/3B/14, Annex)

(a) Ites in GATT Coixon Invoice list nariked as basic data in FCE draft

Question No. in
Iten Cormon Invoice
Requirenents List

Nasie end address cf the seller/exgorter

Nane of the purchas:r 3
Marks and nwbers of shipping packages 6
Description of goods 8
Unit value or pricc in the currency of purchase and

tercs of sale 9
Country of crigin 13

(b) Other iters in GATT Co-ron Invoice list appearing wholly or partislly in
ECE draft

Date of purchase 4
Date of ship:ent 5
ranufacturers! or sellers' nuibers 7
Total invoice value plus all other costs, charges and expenses 10
(¢) Ite:s in GATT Coimon Invoice list not dncluded in ECE draft

Whether or not thz ierchandise is consigned or purchased 1
Current hone consuption price 11
Surrent price for export 12
Any retates; drawbacks, bounties or cther grants allowed

upon exportatiorn. of the goods, separately iterized 14

Inforraticn as to assictance given by the i:porter to the
nanufacturer of imported iteus and net included in the unit price 15
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(d) Items in ECE draft not included in GATT Comnon Invoice list

=Sty

Iten

Invoice date and nunber

Seller's order date

Transport informetion (including mode and neans of transport, port
of discharge, destination cte.)

Teris of delivery
Coirodity No. (preferably BTN No.)

Net quantity, gross weight and iieasurenent
Declaration of value (see iten 10 in ECE draft aligned invoice)



