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The agricultural cutput in Bangladesh suffered a sharp declinc after liberation
of the country becausc of four comseccutive crop failures. In the backdrop of such a
scarcity situation, the ycar 1972/73 witnossed the most serious drought of recent
history. For a country which was alrcady deficit in food production, this situation,
couplcd with an cver-increasing population, poscd a serious challc—,ngc. The dimension
of thc problem con bc asscssed from the total import of foodgrains in 1972/73 which
was ostimated at 2,800 thousand tons.

On this background, when the first Five-Ycar Plan of the country was launched'
in 1973/74 , it was only natural that agriculturc would be given the highest prior:.ty.
This happcned for several :unportant reasons as enuncrated below:

1. An increasc in production of commoditics in agricultural scctor hes dircct
impact on price levcl, particularly on the priccs of esscntial commoditics.

2. Employmcnt gereration in agriculiural scctors requ:res rolatively small amounts
of capital per unrb of cmploynent and output.

3. Its scopc for inport substitution is grcator than any other -sector.

4. It promotcs social goals by devising dovelopuent activitics to attain a better
distribution of income and by raising thoe stand‘,rd of l:i.v:i.nfr of villagcs.

5. Propor dovclopnent in agricultural soctor can promotc cxport carnings which are
urgently noeded to roducc tha forcign cxchanr_,c gap.

6. hgricultural scctor has thc greatest scope for the cxpansion of output in
rclation to invcstment.
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In the first Five-Year Plan of Ban; isladesh as much as 24 per cent of the
total- ‘financial development outlay of Taka 44,550 million has been earmarked
for abrlculture and woter - this being the single highest sectional allocation.

The main ob;ectlves of the first Plan as far as agriculture is concerned are
es follows.

l. Achiev:.nb self-sufflclency in food by the end of the Plan perlod. The aim

is to eliminate zradually the deficit in food requirement running at 1,200 thousand
tons in 1973/74, when net foodgrains production was 10 5840 thousand tons° By
1677/78, the total net foodgrains production. is expected to go up to

13,900 thousand tons. The Plan's target is to increase production of the

following important crops substantially:

Figures in thousands

, » Bench-~-mark Plan target Percentage increase
Orops Unit production - (1977/78) over column 3
1 2 | 3 4 5
Rice'- | Toms’ ' [ 11,240 C 15,080 . | T 34
Wheat | Tons g - S0 v 360 : - 300
“Jute - | Bales 1 6,600 8,000 | B | 37
i:ﬁir Tons 6,000 7,420 | 24
Potato™ |- Tons - - - 76 | 10000 | A
obaceo | Pounds | 87,000 . 147,500 o 69 ..
Cotton | Bales 1,300 _ 6,300 . | . 384.6
' . c - R . N L .. . .

th - Bench~-mark production relates to. the average of three years from
1968/69. For jute production excludes mesta.

The fbllowing are some of the measures adopted to achizve successful _
implementation of the agriculturel programme as set out in the first Five~Year
Plan: .

(1) Introduction of hijh-yieldin; varieties of food;
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To bring more areas under double and triple cropping;
Supply of fertilizers, insecticides gnd pesticides at subsidized rates;
Land reforms;
To méke credit facilities evailable to the peasants in villages;
Better and wide-spread agricultural extension service;

Better irrigation and gradual implementation of flood conirol
projects.



