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GENERAL, POLICY STATEMENT '

: Due initially to Australia's geographic isolation and subsequently to strict
fuarantine cc:trols, Australia remains free of many of the serious diseases which
oceur in most other parts of the world, :

Animals and products of animal origin may therefore be imported into
Angtralia only in accordance with the provisions of the Quarantine legislation.
The importation of animals and animsl products is either prohibited entirely, -
restricted to certain exporting countries, or made subject to certain conditions,
according to the disease status cf the exporting country and the degree of
assessed quarantine risk associated with the animal or animgl product concerned.

The purpose of the legislation is to prevent the entry to Australia of
exotic diseases of animals., For instance, Australia is free of the following more
gerious discases which occur in animals and other livestock;

Foot and Mouth Disease, Rinderpest, Newcastle Disease, Fowl Pest, Swine Fever,
Africen Swine Fever, Melitensis, Trichinosis, Tularemia, Scrapie, Sheep Pox,
Goat Pex, Fowl Typhoid, Blue Tongue, African Horse Sickness, Equine
Encephalomyelitis, Sheep Scab and Teschen Disease, Contagious Bovine Pleuro-
pneunonia, to mention but a few of the more common diseases.

A similar situation exists in relation to phytosanitary and quarantine
requirenments for plant matter of all types, Mustralia being free of innumerable
diseases and pests affecting important sgricultural crops such as wheat, rye,
barley, oats, maize, sorghum, apples, pesrs, citrus, grapes, potatoes, onions,
soybezns, linseed, cotton, etc.

Because of ths marked differences in the levels of diseases or pests and
measures of control in different countries, health and sanitary regulations are
not susceptible to negotiation on a multilateral basis.

As has been the practicc in the past, bilateral discussions tetween experts
in these fields appeared to be the only practicable method of seeking agreement
between individual countries on conditions for health and sanitary controls for
particular products.

In regard to the comments by the EEC and the United States, recorded under
item 01.01 but which refer to other items also, the following corments are made by
Australia.

ESC

Suitable inspection procedure cannot apply to large volumes where there
is an acknowledged significant plant quarantine risk.
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The United States does not specify how to ensure plants and plant products
are free of pests and disease by inspsction. In fact where significant risk
exists this is impossible. The Australian approach is to seek appropriate and
applicable quarantine ireatments which give virtually 100 per cent control.

At no time has Australia declined to accept or use an acceptable treatment which
has no adverse side effects. In fact Australiz has an active programme for
investigating plant. quarantine treatments but there is a vast ares still

requiring attention.
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Import Restrictions
Product: Country or group Countries indicating
(BTN) maintaining measures: an interest:
Live horses, asses, Australia Canada
mes and hinnies EEC
(o1.01) . United States

(a) Description:
HS

Imports prohibited, except from Ireland, New Zezland and United Kingdom.

(b) Comments by other countries:

Canada: Blue tongue disease does not exist in Canada. Apparently the
Australian measure is aimed at trons—-shipments from the United States, which
apparently has this disease., OCanada should not be held responsible for diseases
in other countries. (4ipplies also to 01.02, 01.03, 01.04, 01.05, 01.06 and 05.15.)

EZC: The reasons advanced for paintaining the Australian restrictions.could
be used by all countries. If ALustralia imports from countries which do not have
certain animal and plant discases.it would seem that a suitablc inspection
procedure would permit imports from other countries where the products are proven
to be free of the disease or pest. Total prohibition is too harsh a measure and
effectively prevents a2 very wide range of agricultural products from being
imported into Australia. (4pplies also to 01.0l, 01.02, 01.03, 01,04, 01,05,
01.06, 02,07 02.02, 02.03, 02.04, 02.06, 04.03, 04.05, 06,01, 06.0z, 07.01,
08.02,)08.05, 10.01, 10.02, 10.04, 1C.05, 10.07, 12.01, 12.03, 12.06, 15.13,
20.01.

United States: Since Australia admits certain agricultural products from
countries which are free of specified plant or animal diseases, it should be able
to administer an inspection system whereby individual items in 211 categories could
be admitted if prroven to be free of these same diseases. The type of special
treatment accordsd to wheat seed for sowing could be extonded to other agricultural
products. 4lso, it would be helpful if the particular diseases and pests were
identified in official Govermment publications which could be mede availabls to
potential foreign suppliers.

(c¢) Comments by country maintaining the measures:

See general policy statement on hezlth and sanitary regulations. Australls
does not accept certificntes from certain countries as to the alleged disease-
free condition of agricultural products.

Blue tongue is a disease of ruminants, not equines. Equine encephalomyelitis
is present in Canada and not in Australia.
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Product: Country or group
(BIN) meintaining measures:

Iive animals of ‘the Lustralia
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(01.02)
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Countries indicating
an interest:

Canada
EEC
United States

(é)"DeéEripfibﬁs
HS

Imports prohibited,except from New-Jealande - -

(b) Comments by other countries:

Canada: See item 01.01.

(¢) Comments by country maintaining the measures:

Australia is examining the feasibility of setting up a high security
animal guarantine station. This will enable imports of cattle, sheep, goats
and pigs to be undertaken from a considerable number of European countries
including EEC and from North America in the initial stages.

Canada is part of North America and the insect~torne virus disease

Blue Tongue is present in lorth America.

See general policy statement.
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Jmport Restrictions
Product: Country or group Countries indicating
{BTN) maintaining measurcs: an interest:
Live swine Australia Canads
(01.03) EEC

United States

(2) Descrivtion:
HS
Impbrts prohibited except from New Zealand. (Imports were to be permitted

from Great Britain but, because of the detection of Swine Vesicular Disease
in that country recently did not become operative)

(b) Comments by other countries:

Canada: See item 01.01.

(c). Cemments by country maintaining the measurest

See generzl policy statement.
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Import Restrichions
Product: . : Country or group Countries indicating
(BTN) . maintaining measures: an interest:
Live sheep and goats Australia . | .%%Eada

(01.04)
_ United States

(a) Description:
HS

Imports prohibited.

(b) Comments by other countries:

Canada: See item 01.01.

(¢) Comments by country maintaining the measures:

Under conditions of strict health certification live sheep and sheep semen
nay be imported from New Zealand.

See general policy statement.
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Product:
(BTN)

Live poultry
(01.05)

Tooort Restrictions

Country or group
maintaining measures:

Lustrselia

Countries indicating
an interest:

Canada
ERC
United States

(&) Description:
HS

Imports prohibited,

(b) Comments by other countries:

See also United Kingdom - BTN 01.05. While there
ars no restrictions on movement inside Canada, regional certification could show

Canada: See item 01.01.

freedon of Newcastle Disease for quite s number of years.

(¢) Comments by country maintsining the measures:

See general policy statement.
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Inport Restrictions
Product: Country or group Countries indicating
(BTN) meintaining measures: an interest:
Other live animals fustralia Canada
{01.06) EEC

United States

(a) Description:
HS

Inports prohibited, except for rabbits from Irelznd, New Zealand and
United Kingdom,

(b) Comments by other countries:

Canada: See item 01.01.

{¢) Comments by country maintaining the measures:

See general policy statement.
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Tnport Restrictions
Product: Country or group Countries indicating
(BTN) ‘ . naintaining measures: an interest:
Meat and edible offals sustralis EEC
of the animels falling United States

within headings 01.01-01.04,
fresh, chilled or frozen
(02.01) .

(2) Desgrintion:
Hs

g of fresh, chilled or frozen pigmea®t op poultry prohibited from any
sourcc, Imports of other items prohibited, except fron New Zealand.

(b) Comments_by other countries:

(¢) Comments by country maintzining the mezsures:

Zze gencral policy statenent.
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Inport Hestrictions
Produet: - Country or group Countries indicaﬁing
(BTH) maintaining measures: an interest:
Dead poultry ... and iustralia | EEC
edible offals thereof, United States

(except liver), fresh;
¢hilled or frozen
(02.02) '

(a) Description:
HS

Inports prohibited,

(b) Comments by other countries:

(¢) Comments by country maintaining the measures:

See genercl policy statement.
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Import Restrictions
Products: Country ur group Countries indicating
(BTN) maintaining measures: an interest:
Poultry liver, fresh, Australia EEC
chilled, frozen, salted United States
or in brine .
(02.03)

() Description:
HS

Imports prohibited.

(b) Comments by other countriess

(¢} Comments by country mainteining the measuress

See general policy statement.
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Import Restrictions
Product: Counbry‘or group Countries indicating
(BTN) maintaining measuress an interests
Other meat and edible Australis - A EEC .
meat offals, fresh, United States
chilled ox frozen

(02.04)

() Descriptions
BS

Tmports prohibited, except firom New Zealand.

(b) GComments by other countries:

(e) Comments by country maintaining the measures:

See general policy stabement.
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Product:
(BIN)

Meat and edible offals

(except poultry liver),
salted, in brine, dried
or smoked

Import Restrictions

Country or group
raintaining measuress

Australia

Countries indicating
an interests

EEC
United States

(02,06)

(&) Description:

HS

Bacon, ham and other pigmeat and pcultsry meat, dried, smoked or salted:

imports prohibited.

rieat and edilble offals, n.e.s., dried, smoked or salted: imports prohibited,

except from Hew Zealand.

(b) Comments by other countriess

(c) GComments by country maintaining the measures:

See general policy statenent.
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Import Restrictions
Product: Country or group Countries indicating
(BTN) ’ naintaining neasures: an interest:
Butter Australia EEC
(04.03) United States

(a) Description:
HS

. l?nt;y ze?mitted saly feon Cmnade, How decland, Heorthoon Ireland, Inelaond
and the United Stotes of dncricn.

(b) Comments by other countries:

United States: WNote taken of Australian statement, Response will be made in
writing to the secretariat.

(e¢) Comments by country maintaining the measuress

See general policy statergnt.
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Product: Country or group
(BTN) mzinta ning measures:

Eggs instralia

(04.05)

Countries indicating
an interesb:

United States

(a) Description:
Health and sanitary mezsure

Imports prouibited. -

(b) Comments by other countries:

(c) Comments by country maintaining the measures:
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Import Restrictions
Products Country .r group ' Countries indicating
(BIN) mainteining measuress: an interest:
Animal products n.e.s.; Australia Canada
dead animals of Chzplter 1 EEC
or 3, unfit for human ‘ United States
consuption
(05.15)

(a) Description: .

HS: Bovine semen - imports prohihited except.from. Canada, Usited.Kingdom,
Ireland and New Zeeland.

(b) Comments by other countries:

Canadas See item 01.01. Although foot and mouth disease is known to exist
in the United Kingdom, that country is permitted to and does export frozen semen
to Australia, Foot and mouth disease is no less serious than blue tongue-disease..

(¢) Comments by country maintaining the measures:

S3ce general policy statement.
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Import Restrictions
Products: Country or group Countries indicating
(BTN) maintaining measuress an interests
Bulbs, tubers, tuberous Austrelias EEC
roots, corms, crowns and United States

rhizomes, dormant, in
growth oi* in flower
(06,01)

() Descrivction:
EG-
Imports prohibited: of alfalfa and lucerne, avocado, banana, barley, cactus,

chestnuts,- citrus, coffee, gooseberry, hops, potato, rice, sorghum, tobacco and
tomato nlants, = '

(b) Comments by cther countries:

(¢) Comments by country msintaining the measurses:

vee genercl policy statement.



Import Restrictions

Products Country or group
(BIN). naintaining measures:
Other live plants, - Australia

including trees, shrubs,
bushes, rocots, cubtings
and slips

(06.02)
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Countries indicating
an interests

EEC
United States

(a) Descripticn:
HS

Imports prohibited: of stone fruit trees, nursery stock, rosaceous and

others. :

(b) Comments by other countries:

(¢} Comments by country maintaining the measures:

See general policy statement.
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Inport Restrictions
Product: Country or group Countries indicating
(BTW) maintaining weasuress an interests
Vegetables, fresh Australia EEC
or chilled United States
{o7.01)

(a) Description:
HS

Potatoes, fresh: can be imported only for rescarch. Imports permitted
under special authorization, usually fron New Zealsnd.

Tomatoes, freshs imports prokibited, except under special authorization.
Onions, fresh: must be certified free of onion smut, white rot and neck rot.
Broccoli, cauliflower, radishes and turnips, fresh: imports prohibited.

Lettuce, freshs l1uports preohibited from countries vhere cabbage worms are
Imown to erdst.,

Beuns, fresh: imports prohibited.

.

, i
S
tb) Comments by other countries

(e¢) Comments by country maintaining the measuress

A1l of these restrictions are to exclude diseases and pests. There are no
quarantine requirements for processed vegetables such as canned or quick frozen,
except that dehydrated material needs to bs free of common store pests.

See general policy statement.
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Import Restrictions
Product: Country or group Countries indicating
(BIN) . maintaining measuress an interests
Citrus fruit, Australia EEC

fresh or dried United States
(c8.02) v

(2) Descriptions
HS

Requires certification that shipments originate in a country free from
citrus canker and that the fruit has been effectlvely funigated.

(Imports of fresh fruit have been made from time to tlme under restricted
quarantine conditions).

(b) Comments by other countries:

(¢) Comments by country maintaining the measures:

See geanecral policy stabement.
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Import Restrictions
Productz Country or group Countries indicating
(BTN) : maintaining measuress an interests
Nuts other than those Australia EEC C e
falling within heading United States

No. 08,01, fresh or dried,
shelled or not
(08.05)

(2) Description:
HS: Walnuts
Subject to permits issued by-gquarantine suthorities eng special regulations

for Western iustrzlia. Generzlly, entry is subject to quarantine treatment,
such as fumigaticn,

(b) Corments by cther countriess

(¢) Comments by country maintaining the meassures:

See gencerol policy statenent,
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Inport Restrictions
Product: Country or group Countries indicating
(BTN) maintaining measures: an interest:
Apples, pears end dnstralia Canada
uinces, fresh EEC

08.06)

(2) Description:
HS: Apples
Imports prohibited from countries suffering from fire blight.

(b) Comuents by other countries:

Ganada:?he fire blight orgenism has not been found on high quality Canadisn
apples. Furthermorg, we have developed o quarentine treatment for fruit thad has
:lriagigbeen accepted by other countriss that ere as technicelly sophisticated as
Australia,

EEC: Since 196/ the EEC has been unable to export apples to iustralia,
whereas Australizn exports have at times been considerable during the same period.
Donestic apple prices are high in fustralia.

(¢) Comments by country maintaining the measures:

Restrictions on apples from Canada and the EEC would be imposed for no reasons
other than phytosanitary.

See gemeral policy statement.

i .The question of fire blight has been the subject of a special technical
mission from Canada. Leading Plant Pathologists in Australis devised certain
saﬁeg::ids which the Canadian authorities have stated that they are unable to
undertake,
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Import Restrictions
Product: Country or group Countries indicating
(BTN) . reintaining measures: an intercats
Wheat and meslin Augtralis EEC
(mixed wheat end rye) United States
(10.c1)

(a) Description:
uS

Importation is prohibited except in pursusnce of a permit issued by the
Director of Quarantine and in accordance with the conditions and restrictions
specified in the Quarantine (Flants) Regulations.

(b) Comments by other countries:

(¢) Commente by country maintaining the mezsures:

See generzl policy statement.
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(BIN)

e
(15.02)

Inport Restrictions

Cownsry or group
maintaining measures:

Australia
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Countries indicating
an Iinterest:

ERC CL
United States

(a) Description:
HS: BRye, unmilled

Imports prohibited, except seed. for sowing (which requires a special permit).

Impdrtation is probibited except in pursuance of a permit issued by the
Director of Quarantine and in accordance with the conditions and restrictions
specified in the Quarantine (Plants) Regulations,

(b) Comments by other countries:

(c) Comments by country maintaining the measures:

See general policy statement.
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Prcduct:
(BIN)

Qats
(10.04)

Import Restrictions

Country or group
nainteining measures:

Lustralis

Countries indicating
an interest:

EEC
United States

(a) Description:
HS:; Oats, wmilled

Inportation is prohibited except in pursuance of a permit issued by the
Director of Quarantine and in accordance with the conditicns and restrictions
specified in the Quarantine (Plants) Regulations.

(b) Comments by other countries:

(¢) Comments by country maintaining the measures:

See general pclicy statement.
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Import Restrictions
Product: Country or group Countries indicating
(BIN) maintaining measures: en interest:
Meize Australis EEC
(10.05) United States

(a) Description:
"HS: Maize, ummilled
Importation is prohibited excepd in pursuance of a permit issued by the

Director of QJuarantine and in accordance with the conditions and restrictions
specified in the Quarantine (Plants) Regulations.

(b) Comments by other countries:

(c) Conments by country maintaining the measures:

See general policy statement.
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Jmport Restricticns
Products Comntiry or group
{(BN) . mainteining measures:
Buckwhest, miilet, Angtraiie

canary seed and grain
gorghun; other cereals
(10.07)

Countries indicating
an interest:

ERC
United States

(a) Description:
HS: Sorghums, broomcorn and others
Importation s prohibited except in
Director of Quarantine and
specified in the Quarantine (Plants) Regulations.

(b) Comments by other countriss:

(e) Comments by country maintaining the measures:

See general policy statement.

pursuance of a permit issued by the
in accordance with the conditions and restrictions
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Jmport Resteictions
Product: : Country or group Countries indicating
(BTH) meintaining measurest an interest:
Oilseeds and oleaginous Augtralia United States
fruit, whole or broken
(12.01)

(a) Description:
HS: Peanuts, soysbeans, linseed and cottonseed

Import permit required.

(b) Comments by other countries:

United Stetes: Domestic production of peanuts is increasing.

(¢) Comments by country maintaining the mezsures:

The trend of domestic production is not conszidered relsvant.

See general policy statement.
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Juwport Restrictions
Product: Country or group Countries indicating
(BTH) maintaining meesures: an interest:
Seads, fruit and spores, Lustralia BEC
of a kind used for sowing United States
(12.03)

(a) Description:

Sced specifically restricted under gquarantine legisletion: import is
permitted only in small quentities under strict quarantine supervision, Other
seed (not specifically restricted by quarantins legislatioczn) is admitted

~subject to inspection and treetment if noccisarye.

(v) Comments by other coumtries:

(¢) Comments by co te the measurses:

See generzl policy statement.
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Tmport Restrictions
Product: Country or group Countries indicating
(BIN) nmeintaining measures: an interest:
Hop cones and lupulin iustralia EEC :
(12.06) . United States

(2)  Description:
HS: Hop cones (permit required)

Must be certified as cbming from a country where douny mildew is not known
to exist. :

(b) Comments by other countries:

(¢) Comments by country maintaining the meagures:

See general policy statement. -
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Import Restrictions
Products Country or group Counitries indicating
(BTN) maintaining measures: an interest:
Margarine, imitetion lard Lugtralis EEC .
and other prepared sdible Tnited States
fats ' ;
(15.13)

(2) Description:
HS: Margarine

Margarine st be coloured pink.

(b) Corments by other countries:

United Stetes: Raised the question as to why margarine should be coloured
pink.

EEC: Would like information on what may be used to maks the pink colour.

{¢) Comments by country maintaining the measures:

The requirement that imported margarine be coloured pink complements domestic
nargerine production controls. 4 dye not permitted for foodstuffs produced
locally would not be allowed in imported products.

See general policy statement.
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Import Restrictions
Product: Country or group Countries indicating
(BTN) nmaintaining measures: an interest:
Vegetables and fruit, Augtralia ‘ Canada
prepared or preserved EEC

by vinegar or acetic acid,
with or without sugar ...
(20.01)

(a) Description:
ES

Alun carnot be used in pickles.

(b) Comments Yy other countries:

Cengda: Llum is commonly used in Canada for tresating pickles.

(¢) Comments by country maintaining the measures:

This is not a quarantine neasure.

See general policy statement.
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Iort Restricticns
Product: Country or group Countries indicating
(BTN) meintaining measuress: an interest:
Oilcake and other residue Australia Pskistan

(except dregs) resulting
fron the extraction of
vegetable oils

(23.04)

e ———— ———

(2) Descrivtion:

HS: Cottonseed/rapeseed extraction meal

(b) Comments by other countries:

Pakigtans Imports of cottonseed/repeseed extraction mezl are prchibited on
the ground that Pakistani goods are contaminzted with insects/germs which can
cause disease to their cattle, The Australian Govermment refuse to accept the
Physio-sanitary certificate from the Department of Plant Protection, Government
of Pakistan. Exports of these products fron Pakistaen to United Kingdon, West
European and East Buropean countries are not subject to such restriction.

(¢) Comments by country msintaining the neasures:
This prohibition is for animael, not plant, quarantine reasons.

See general policy statement.



