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Customs and Administrative Procedures:

Product: Comtry or group Countries indicating
-(BTN) . naintaining measure: an interest:
Processed products nade * Buropean Communities hustralia

of fruit and vegetables Romania - .. - |

with added supor S United States
(Chapter 20) Yugoslavia

(a) Description:

System of fixing levies

(b) Comments by other countries:

diustralia: This arrangement is technically complicated and causes trading
uncertainties. L fixed levy would go a considerable way towards removing the
uncertain element from the present levy systen.

Yugoslavia: The highly complicated system of fixing levies on a basis of
sugar content and other administrative procedures, such as declaration of the
sugar content of processed products, checking the accuracy of such declaration
and determining the quantity of sugar contained in the processed products, with a
view to selecting methods for calcwlating levies, occasion exporters in third
countries specizl difficulties and leave then uncertain as to what the total
amount of import duty charged on processed products made of fruit and vegetables
with added sugzr will be.

United £ .ates: The representati-e of the United S:ates drew attention to the
problems this corpliceted p.oucedure gives rise to and the delays it causes. He
expressed the hope that it would be possible to improve this import system, in
particular for canned fruit.

(c) Comments by country maintsining the measures:

-

The representative of the European Cormunities said that the complexity of
the system of fixing levies should not occasion difficulties for exporters. He
pointed out that levies were within the terms of reference of Working Group 2.

See item 768 of the Inventory of Non-Tariff Measures (MIN/3B/5).
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Products Country or group Countries indiecating
(BTN) meintainiag measure: an interest: .
Fish, preserved France Yugoslavia

(16.04)

(a) Desgription

Certificates of origin are required.

(p) Comments by other countries:

(¢) Comments by country maintaining the measures:.

Certificates of origin are not required for imports coming from.GATT Member
countrics.,
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Product: Country or group Countries indicating
(BTN) naintaining measures an interest:

Wine Germany, Fed. Rep. Switzerland

(22.05)

(2) Deserigtion:

High cost of anelyzing wine iaported in bottles. Admission of wine imports
in consignments of more than 20 kgs. is subject to compulsory analyses, the high
cost of which is charged to the importer. Certified results of analyses by the
exporting countries are not recognized by the German authorities.

(b) Comments by other countries:

. This procedure is part of custcns procedures (wine regulations of 17 July 1909).
There exists the possibility of negotiating bilateral agreements to make it possible
that the certified results of the snalyses of the exporting countries are recognized
by the German authorities. _In the future this type of procedure may be harmonized
through EC regulations. Zﬁerman exports of kirsch to Switzerland face the sane
problen,
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Product: Country or group Countries indicating
(BTN) . mainteining measure: en interest:
Foodstuffs Italy Switzerland

(a) Description
Gustoms clearance procedure for foodstuffs:

The analyses some foodstuffs are required to undergo from tims to time, which
frequently apply to well-known branded products (e.g. chocolate, cheese in boxes,
ete.), entail unproductive incidental and other expenses that are particularly
irksome in the case of products whose composition remains constant.

(b) Comments by other countries:

(e) Comments by country maintaining the measures:

The analyses are carried out by the customs authorities! laboratoriss to
obtain technical data to make it possible to classify the goods and assess them
for duty. These analyses are effected free of charge unless emergesncy procedure
is requested. They are only made from time to time, unless they are rendered
necessary by the complex nature of the products or by the. fact that the products
ars new ones. If the composition of an imported product remains constant, and
its point of entry into Italy remains the same, the findings of the previous
analysis are-employed.
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Product: Country.cr group Countries indicating
(BTIN) -maintaining measure: an interest:

Tallows, used for Italy United States
technical or.infustrial . ... . o ‘ .

purposes

(15.02)

(8.) Descri tiOn'.' O i s b s S e e

Guarantee tax .

(b) Comments by other countries:

(c¢) Comments by countrx ma:.nta.:.mr_lg the meagurcs:

: The Ttalian 'bar:.ff provides for hlgher customs du'bies for fats used.for
making foodstuffs than for fats used for technical or industrial purposes. Since
some doubt has arisen as to the actual use of fats purporting to be used for
technical or industrial purposes, it was decided that, provisionally, duty should
be levied on these products at the top rate; the difference is reimbursed when
it is knowm what the products are ultimately used for.
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Product: Country or group Countries indicating
(BTN) naintaining measure: an interest:

Mangoes and other United Kingdom Pakistan
fruits .
(ex Chapter 8)

(a) Description:

Requircments regarding Certificates of origin

(b) Comments by other countries:

The United Kingdom authorities; for the purpose of applying the Comrionwealth
preferential tariff, insist on production of a certificaste of origin from the
Karachi Chamber of Commer0u which admiristers this procedure under instructions
of the British High Commission in Pakisban., The Pakistani fruit exporters are not
meubers of the Karachi ‘Chamber of Commerce. They are obliged, under this procedure,
to obtain certificates of origin first from the Chamber of Coummerce and Indust:y,
Karachi, and on that basis from the Karachi Chamber of Commerce. The Pekiston
-exporters feel that certification fron the Karachi Chamber’ cP Commerce ney be
dispensed with.

(¢) Comments by country maintaining the measures:
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Miscellansous Charges and Texesg:

Product: Country or group Countries indicating
(BTN) ' maintaining measure: an interest:

Grass seeds for Freance Austria

agriculture New Zesland

(ex 12.03) . ... . ..lnited Kingdomn

() Description:

Levy of a charge on the importation of grass seeds by the Union
Interprofessionnelle des Semences Fourragéres, a para-administrative body, with
the knowledge and with the evident support of the French Ministry of Agriculture.

(b) Comments by other countries:

United Kingdom: Since fdugust 1965, a charge over and above the ordinary
customs duty has been applied on o number of British varieties of grass seeds
imported into France. This charge protects French grass seed production and has
had the effect of completely stopping British exports of a number of verieties.
Memoranda have been sent to-the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs to have the
charge abolisked, but to no avail. The French authorities maintain that the
purpose of the charge is to adjust the very low prices that are asked by some
-foreign exporters. British grass seeds ars not subsidized. There has been no
dumping.

The United Kingdom representative emphasized that the charge was contrary to
drticle IT of GATT, since the duties of the common external tariff were bound for
this item. Tiiwe charge, which was levied uninterruptedl;- and frequently modified,
affected imports end must be a watter for government authority.

New Zesland: This practice has adverseély affécted New Zealand export.
Endorsing what the United Kingdom representative had said, the New Zealand
representative added thet the body referred to was responsible for maintaining a
register in which «1l imported seeds had to be entered; entries were not made
until after payment of the charge.-



MIN/ R /DOC/10/54d.7
Page 9
Product: Ceuntry or group Countries indicating
(BTN . mnaintoining measure: an interest:
Grass secds for France Austrie
agriculture New Zealand
263{ 12.03) United Kingdom

cont'd)

(c) Comments by country maintaining the measures:

This charge is nct a fiscal levy collected by the Govermment's financial
authorities but an import charge the principles, methods of levy end amounts of
which are solely a matter for the trade, and which is not under the control or
authority of the administration. It is a trade practice, and not official. The
principle of applying such a system has been adopted collectively by the sectors
represented in a professionel grouping, the Union Interprofcssionnelle des Semences
Fourragdres. This body applics levies with a view to combating trade practices
which have an effect similar to dumping., The amount of the charge, based on the
official quotations of the produce exchenge, is determined by comparing the
domestic market price with the pricesquoted by exporters. The charge applies to
all seads, whatever their source; it corresponds to certain services rendered and
ig the equivalent of the charge French producers are required to pay.

The professional body referred to requires French producers to pay a cherge
known as =2 Yeertification® charge for the exercise of supervisory functions over
national production. This certification charge is not applied to imported sceds;
its rate is @ high one by comparison with the charges levied on supplies fion
foreign countries.

A draft regulation on Community orgemizaticn of the seceds sector is being
prepared Dy the .EC authorities. It is possible that within the context of this
new regulation, the system described will be modified.
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Product: Country or group Countries indicating
(BTN) : maint-ining measure: an interest:

Whisky and other France United States
ain spirits United Kingdom
ex 22.09) '

{a) Description:

 An excise tax discriminates against grain spirits (whisky and gin) in favour of
other alcoholic beverages. . :

(v) Comments by otégé countries:

United Xingdom: In addition to the value-added tax (TV.) alcoholic beverages
attract one or more of three other taxes. The firsht, the consumption tax on
alcohol, was increased at the beginning of 1968 at a uniform rate for all types of
beverages. However the tax on grain spirits, which applies to all beverages
obtained from the distillation of grains, and the surcharge on aperitifs are now
being applied to all these products with the exception of cognac and rum. A4s a
result of these measures the combined incidence of the .additional taxes on gin,
whisky and vodka has increased 73 per eent, as against 37 per cent in the case of
rum, 40 per cent in that of vermouth and 56 per cent in that of cognac. These
taxes consequently involve discrimination against salesofwhisky and gin in France.

The representative of the United Kingdom observed that the question had already
been discussed: whisky was not a particularly dangerous beverage and there was no
reason to apply a more severe treatm.nt to it than to cther beverages.

United States: Products exported by the United States meet with the diffi-
culties referrcd to, which have been discussed in the Committee on Trade in
Industrial Products. If measures in the interests of public health need to be taken,
they should relate to alcohol content; the identical treatment should epply to
French prcducts,
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Product: Country cr group Countries indicating
(BTN) meintaining measure: an intercste
Whisky and other . France United States
ain spirits . United Kingdom
%Tx 22.09) .
 (cont'd)

(¢) Comments by country maintaining the measurcs:

This practice has already, owing to its fiscal and publicity aspects, been
considered by the Committee on Trade in Industrial Products and the Working Party
on Border Tax idjustments. It arises from the campaign to control alcoholism.

It has been found that alcoholism is particularly rife in commexion with
consumption of aperitifs, among which France includes whisky. It is not a question
of discriminating against grain spirits: aperitifs based on anisced are subject
to the same treatment. In spite of these measures France's whisky imports are
greatly increasing.

See iten 796 of the Inventory of Non-Tariff Measures g}fi'I'N/B_B/5).

Sce document I,/3389 (Consolidated Document on the Examination of Practices
of Contracting Parties in Relation to Border Tax idjustments, pages 73-75 (Working
Party on Border Tax fAdjustments).
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Product: . Country or group Countries indicating
(BTN) maintaining measure: an interest:

Maize . - ' Irelend United States |
(10.05) _ .

v memrme e e e e .
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{a) Desoription: |
Supplementary charge. WNot epplicable to United Kingdom. Issuance of corn

import licences are contingent upon the agreeuent of the importer to pay a levy
of @l per long ton (this is used to firance the barley support programme).

(b) Comments by other countries:

(¢) Comments by country maintaining the measures:

T e

Payment of <l in respect of each ton of maize imported is a condition of the
granting of a licence to import. Receipts are used to subsidize the transport of
feed grain from surplus to deficiency areas in the country. The charge is of
indefinite duration and applies to all countries except the United Kingdom. It
was introduced in 1963 under Section 21 of the Agricultural Produce (Cereals)

Act 1938. Prior to 1963 the charge was operated on a voluntary basis.
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Product: - : Country or group Countries indicating
(BTN) ‘maintaining measure: an interest:
Coffee extract ITtaly Bragzil
(ex 21.02) ;
Banana flour
(ex 21.07)

(a) Description:

- Consumption tax on banans flour of Lit 350 per kg. and on coffee extract of
Lit 1,500 per kg.

(b) Comments by other countrics:

The tax on coffee extract is of particular interest for Brazil because it
affects one of Brazil's most important exports.

-:(c) Comments by countrx malntalnlng the measurcs:

The taxes are fiscal in nature *nd non dlscrlmlnafory because they are applied
~ both to. national.and for01gn products, L& new calculation method had aliowed a
reductlon to be made in the tax on coffee extract from Lit 2,070 to Lit 1,500 as

- from 1 January 1970.

See item 813 of the Inventory of Nen-Tariff weasures (MTN/BB/5) See
docunent L/3389 Congolidated Document on the Examindtion of Practices of
Contracting Pafties in Relation to Border Tex Adjustments pages 75 to 79
(Working Party on Border Tax Adjustment).
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Prior Deposits:

Product: Country or group Countries indicating
(BTN) maintaining measure: an interest:

Whisky and gin France Caneda

(22.09) United Xingdom

United States

(a) -~Deseription:

Prohibition on advertising

(b) Comments by other countries:

United Ksngdom: The advertising of alcoholic beverages distilled from grain
is absolutely forbidden, although advertising is allowed in the case of other
beverages such ag rum and cognac. Thic measure establishes a discrimination in
respect of the selling of British gin and whisky on the French market.

The United Kingdom repireszentative, pointing out that this matter had been
already discussed, emphasired that whisky was not a particularly dangerous drink,
and that there was no reason to apply a more severe treatment to it than to other
drinks. The rrohibition on advertising was a matter of particular comcsrn because
of the sale, under the name of whisky. of drinks imporied in bulk when they were
not sufficiently mature, whereas the superior merits of Scotch whisky could not
be publicized. ‘

United States: The products exported by the Uri.si States meet with the
above mentioned difficulties, which have been diccussed in the Committee on
Trade in Industrial Products. If measures relating to public health were
justified, the factor to be taken into account should be the alcohol content;
the treatment of French products should be exactly the same.
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Products: Country or group Countries indicating
(BTW) maintaining measure: an interest:
Whisky and gin Trance Canada
(22.09) United Kingdom
(cont'd) United States

(¢c) Comments by country maintaining the measures:

Because of its fiscal and publicity aspects, this practice has zlready been
dealt with by the Committee on Trade in Industrial Products and the Working P-rity
on Border Tax idjustment. It is part of the canpsizn against clecholisme. It :
hag been found that slcoholiam iz particularly prevalent in connexion with the
drinking of aperitifs, among vhich France includes whisky. It is not a matter
of discrimination against grain spirits; aniseed aperitifs are treated in the
same way. In spite of these nmeasures, IFrench imports of whisky, consisting mainly
of Scotch vwhicky, show a considerable increase.

See itew 234 in the Iaventory of Won-Tariff lieasures (1T1/3B/3).



