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DATA BASE FOR THE CONDUCT OF TARIFF NEGOTIATIONS

Note by the Secretariat

1. At the meeting of the (Group "Tariffs'' in December 1976, the secretariat was
requested to prepare, in consultation with delegations, for the next meeting of the
Group a note outlining possible ways of improving the data base presently available
for the conduct of. tariff negotiations (MTN/TAR/8 paragraph 7).

2. The following note endeavour to outline possible -ways of improving the existing
information with regard to (a) rates of duty and (b) import statistics.

I. Information on rates of duty

3. It will be recalled that the Group at its meeting in March 1975 agreed that
negotiations should be conducted on the basis of GATT bound rates, as negotiated
under the Kennedy Round and previous rounds, and the results of any negotiations
under Articles XXVIII, XXIV:.6 and accessions to the GATT (MTN/TAR/1 paragraph 14). The
Group will also recall that the question of the base rates and base date for the
negotiations on unbound duties continues to remain open and that consultations in this
regard are going on (MTN/TAR/7 paragraph 9).

4. Document MTN/TAR/W/26 and Corr-l contains information on the present situation
with respect to the consolidation of schedules negotiated under the General Agreement
for countries participating in the multilateral trade negotiations. Detailed
information on rates of duty is included in the Tariff Rate Information File (TRIF)
which has been submitted by the following countries or group of countries- Australia
Canada, European Communities, Finland, Hong Kong, Hungary, Japan, New Zealaind, Norway,
South Africa, Sweden, Switzerland and the United States. The TRIF covers the years
1972, 1973 or 1974, the year varying from country to country.

5. As a step towards ensuring the availability of as wide a data base as possible,
the Group might invite those countries who have not yet submitted their TRIF to do so
on magnetic tape as soon as possible. In addition, members of the Group listed in
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paragraph 4 above should be invited to update the existing data to 1 January 1976
and, where possible, to 1 January 1977. These countries should also be invited to
correct and refine the existing information by making ,Adjustments of their TRIF to
an agreed format and by completing or improving the product descriptions where
necessary. For items at specific or compound rates, the ad valorem incidences of
these duties should where necessary be completed and adjusted.

6. All members of the Group should be invited to submit their consolidated
schedules of concessions to other participants in the MTN (with a copy of these
schedules to be given to the secretariat). Those members not in a position to
submit an official consolidated schedule of concessions should be invited to prepare
and submit an unofficial schedule of concessions. The Group might also remind
GATT contracting parties of their obligation under the General Agreement to submit
for certification any changes resulting from renegotiations or unbindings under
Article XXVIII.

7, Finally, all members of the Group, irrespective of whether or not they have
submitted a TRIF, should be invited to submit a copy of their most recent national
tariff to the GATT secretariat where it can be consulted by other members of the
Group, without prejudice to the decision to be taken by the Group on the Question
of base rates/base date mentioned in paragraph 3 above. This information should. be
brought up to date as changes in the national tariffs are made.

II. Import statistics

8. Import statistics are available in the Tariff Study files and cover four or
five years between 1970 and 1074. The secretariat is carrying out the updating of
the files to 1975 for countries which have submitted 1975 data. However, this
information cannot be directly related to the TRIFs in the following cases:

(i) where the classification is different in the TRIF and in the Tariff
Study File;

(ii) where import statistics are less detailed than the customs classification.
This problem especially occurs with partial bindings or GSP preferential
rates applying to ex-items; and

(iii) in a few cases where the TRIF and the Tariff Study File do not refer to
the same date. In such cases, changes in the tariff' classification
introduced between the two dates would have to be taken into account.

9. Members of the Group are consequently invited to provide data for the adjustment
required and in those cases where full concordance cannot be achieved, a correlation
between the national customs tariff nomenclature as used in the TRIF and the
classification used in the Tariff Study File.


