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TARIFF CLASSIFICATION- TROPICAL PRODUCTS

Note by the Secretariat

1. At the March 1975 meeting of the Group "Tropical Products", it was noted that
work would proceed on points relevant to tropical products in the trade negotiations
which were drawn to the attention of Group 3(f) (MTN/TP/1, section 2(iv)).
Possibilities for use of separate tariff classification or miscellaneous sub-positions
were discussed in Group 3(f) in October 1974, when many delegations agreed that such
approaches could be helpful in certain situations in negotiations on tropical
products (MTN/12, paragraphs 6-12). Having regard to the background information
contained in MTN/3F/W/20, the secretariat was asked to continue technical work that
might facilitate the consideration of the use of this technique in the negotiations.

2. Taking into account suggestions made by delegations, information has been
collated in the attachment for products falling within BTN Chapters 1-24 notified by
developing countries in the context of work in Group 3(f) (MTN/3F/W/19).1 With
respect to these products, the tabulations show, for illustrative purposes, the
relevant positions under the Brussels Tariff Nomenclature or positions under
non-BTN headings in the tariff schedules of certain importing countries as well as
data on tariffs and other commercial policy measures.

1Document MTN/3F/W/19 contains a consolidated list of products brought to the
attention of Group 3(f) in the course of its work, i.e. products included in the
indicative list of items proposed for the Kennedy Round negotiations and additional
products notified by certain developing countries. Certain items such as coffee and
tea (09.01, 09.02, 21.02), cocoa (18.01-18.05), pepper and other spices (09.04-09.10),
bananas and certain other tropical fruits and nuts (08.01), rice (10.06) and
sugar (17.01-17.03) clearly identified in the BTN have been excluded from the scope
of this note.
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3. It will be seen from the attachment that:

(i) There are instances where the miscellaneous headings cover only tropical
products. Any action taken with respect to tariff rates or any non-tariff
measures applicable to such a heading could thus be taken with respect to the
heading as a whole.

(ii) There are also instances where tropical products form only part of a dutiable
miscellaneous heading or are included in a more broadly-based heading. In such
cases, separate treatment for tropical products for tariff and non-tariff
purposes would involve an examination of the technical and administrative
possibilities of distinguishing the tropical from the non-tropical items
irrespective of whether such treatment is provided through creating a separate
heading for the tropical item or for the non-tropical item.
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Notes and SymbolsUsedin DifferentColumns

Products notified

Products indicated are those listed in MTN/3F/W/19 and falling within
BTN Chapters 1-24 excluding, however, coffee and tea (09.01, 09.02 and 21.02),
cocoa (18.01-18.05), pepper and other spices (09.04- 09.10), bananas and certain
other tropical fruits and nuts (08.01), rice (10.06), and sugar (17.01-17.03)
which are clearly identified in the BTN. As mentioned in earlier tropical
products documentation, the items are listed below without prejudice as to what
may or may not be considered a tropical product.

Notifying countries

"KR List" denotes the products included in the indicative list of tropical
items originally proposed for negotiations in the Kennedy Round (cf. L/2808).

"ASEAN" denotes the ASEAN countries, i.e. Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines,
Singapore and Thailand.

BTN sub-headings and national tariff headings covering products notified

These columns provide not only the numbers and summary descriptions of
tariff positions covering notified products but also information on most-favoured-
nation duties, certain preferential duties, GSP rates, import levies, quanti-
tative import restrictions and State trading. Duty rates are most-favoured-
nation rates unless otherwise specified.

[ ] : Temporary duty or duty of provisional application

AAS1 : Associated African and Malagasy States

EA1 : East African Community

BP : British preference applied by Canada

Levy : Variable import levy (see MTN/3E/DOC/6 and addenda for details)

QR : Quantitative import restrictions (see MTN/3E/DOC/7 and addenda,
and COM.TD/W/203ARev.1).

The date referred to above are those available as at 1 January 1975.

1Official details of arrangements between the EEC and the developing
countries of Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific in the context of the Lomé
Convention were unavailable at the time of preparation of this note.
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Under the United States Trade Act 1974, the President is authorized to
implement the country's GSP scheme after designating the beneficiary countries
and receiving the advice of the International Trade Commission with respect to
eligible articles.
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ANNEX 1

United States dutiesonprocessed tropical fruitand nuts
felling-within BTN 20 01 and 20.03- 200,0z 20.

MTN/TP/W/4
Page 19

Relevant BTN headings USTS Description MFN duty

20.03,20.06
20.06
20.06
20.06
20. 06
20406

20.01,20.03,20.06
20.03,20.05,20.06
20.01,20.03, 20.05,20.06
20.01,20.03,20.06

20.06
20.01

20.03,20.05,20.06
20.01,20.03,20.06
20.01,20.03,20.06
20.01,20.03,20.06
20.03,20.06
20.01,20.03,20.06
20.01,20.03,20.05,20.06
20.01,20.03, 20.06
20.06

20.01, 20.06
20. 05,20. 06

20.05,20.06
20.05,20.06
20.03,20.05,20.06

20.03,20.05,20.06

20.05,2

20.05
20.05
20.05

145.09
145.42
145.444
145.48
145.60
145.90

146.30
246.44
146.75
146.80

147.48
14.80

147.85
147.90
148.65
148.98
149.15
149.40
149.60
150.00
150.50

152.38
152.46

152.54
152.58
152.72

152,74

153.00

153.08
153.24
153.32

Coconut meat1
Brazil nutsl
Ca.shew nutel
Peanutsl 1
Other edible nuts
Nuts, edible mixture

Avocado2
Bananas
Berries, n.e.s.,
Cashew apple, maimney

colorado, sapodilla
suesop and sweetsop-

Date's
Guavas, fresh, dried, in

brine, or pickled
Guavasl
Mangoes2
Papayasl 1
Pineapples
Plantains1
Tamarinds2 1
Fruits, n.e.s.
Fruit mixtures
Edible fruit products

containing 0.5% or
more of alcohol

Fruit peel, nce.s.
Cashew apple, maney

colorado, papaya,
sapodilla, soursop and
sweetsop3

GuPa-va3
Mango3
Banana and plantain,
paste and pulp

Fruit; pastes and pulps,
n.e s.

Cashew apple, mango, mazmey
colorado, papaya, sapo-
dilla, soursop and
sweetsop&

Guava4
Pitneapple4
Pruit,_n.,e. s e4

10%
Free
Free

7$/lb
28%

The highest rate
applicable to any
of the components

7.5/lb
7.5%
i4%
7%

35%
7%

4%
3.75//lb

O.75V/lb
7.5%
Free
1.7.5%
17.5%

An additional duty
of $2.50/proof gal.
on such alcohol
content

8/$/lb
17.5%

7%

7,5%

15%

5%

5%
5%
7%

1Prepared or preserved

2Fresh, or prepared or preserved
3Fruit pastes and frLit pulps

4All jellies, jams, marmalades and fruit butters


