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Multilateral Trade Negotiation

Groun ‘huriculture

SMMING-UP BY THE CEATRMAN

The following surming-up by the Chairman of Group "Agriculture" was approved
by the Group at its neeting on 14 July 1975:

1. The Group net on 9, 10 and 14 July 1975 and took the following actions. The
Group invited the Sceretary-General of UNCT.D or his represcntetive to attend this
session of the Group as an obscrver.

. The Group took notec of the worlt done in tho Sub-Groups on CGrains, HMaot and
e¢ thet vork in these Sub-Groups shouwld be actively and
detes of neetings to be decided by cach Sub-Group.
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3. Recallinz that the Sub-Groups were theiuselves organizing their work, the Group
noted the need for the work in the three Sub-Groups to nove forward in parallel cs
for as possible,

4o Scveral dslegotions raised the question of products which were outside the
present negotiating proccdurcs in Group blgriculturs? end asked how and when these
produchs night also be negotiated., The Group heard proposals for the establishiient
of furthor sub-groups for certain products including the products referrced to in
peragroph 9 of MIN/5. Vhile reaffirming its earlior decision that Turther sub-groups
night be «dded, the Croup considered that it was not desirable to set up such
sub-groups at the prescnt tine. The Group recognized the legitimate intcrests of
delegations in products outside the purviev of the prescnt Sub-Groups.

5. The Group noted the reitcration by sone developing countries that in its work
it would bear in nind that certain products fell within the purvicw of the Group
“Tropical Products®, and in this conncxion it noted porcgraph 1(viii) of the
Guidclines for Orgonization of Negotiations on Tropical Products (MIN/TE/1).

6. The Group discusscd quostions rclating to the procedurcs to be followed in
respect of quantitative restrictions on egricultwrzl products, as well as in respect
of other toriff or non-toriff icasures on products not covered by the thres Sub-Groups.
Various proposzls were put before the Group.
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8.

The delegation of a-developing country mede the follming propesal:

"(1) The Group agreed, for agricultural proiucts other than those covered

by Sub--Groups "Mo ;t" ”G:alnf" Deiry Products™, to meke an initial
examination of harLff and non -tariff barriers zffecting trade in those
products in thzs various markets.

ii) Tor determining the azricultwral products to be the subject of this
initial examination, the Group will teke into account lists of products
presentcd to the Group by cach intercsted participant, by means of
notifications to the sceretariat.

(iii) To assist in this work, the secrectariat was requested to prepare an
up -to dute lict of tariff and non-tariif borriers affecting trade in such

products in the various markets .

Thic propesal ves supported by o number of delegations of developed and

developing countrics. Sonc delegationg of ﬂwcloplng countries presentcd initial
ligtsof

agrizvlturad products that they vwished to be included in this first

examination. The Group asrecd to revert to the examination cf this preposal at

LIS
L
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g next neocting.

The fcllowing proposal was modes

~

"In accordunce with paregroph 2 of the Swming-up by the Chelrman of

Group "Arricult urc" (3 cunent bu!/uv/7), the Group oprced on the following work
programme for the treatment of tariff and neon fariff nsseures affccting agri u
agricultural procucts other than thoce alrcady covered by the product sub .groups

(i) the seeretariot was requested to furnieh to the members of Group
arriculture the list of tariff or non teriif problems roised in other
groups or subd--groups which alse aff apriculiural products, and a statement
of natifications presented by partic t n; countrics concerning quantitative
restirictions on agricultural pro

1

(ii) the Group agreed, as en initicl step, teo undericke a procese of
infornmrticon, cxzminn tlon end diclegue with recpect to a2ll teriff and non-
tariif nmeaswres affecting agriculturazl products. Thie process would tole
place through detailed bilateral cr pluril-izsrel consultazticns cor diseussions,
It would be tasced on the notificoticns mentioncd in sub-paragraph (i) above
and on communications which the countriss concerncd might netify to the
sceretoriat in roenoet of any teriff or non tariff measure affcceting
agriculturcl oroducts that wae of direct interest for their trade.
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Following those consultations end discussions, Group ".griculture" would
analyze, as &« second step, the situation then obtaining and wculd engage in
discussions on specific suggestions - whether or not of multilateral scope -
that might be made by countries having participated in the consultations and
discussions, with 2 view to action on any individual measure.

The result of that work would be communicated to the other Groups, in
accordance with paragraph 2 of the Summing-up by the Chairmen of Group
"igriculture","

10. There wos an inconclusive discussion on this proposal in the course of
vhich certeain delegations raised points concerning its conformity with the
nandate of Group "Agriculture" as set cut in MIN/4LG/1. The Group agreed to
revert to the exanination of the proposal at its next neeting.

11. The delegation of a developing country also made the following proposal:

s a step towards the implementation of the provisions of the Tokyo
Declaration os regards the establishment of special procedures for the
negotiations between developed and developing countries, the Group decided that
developing cowntries be invited to present to the developed countries in this
Group lists indicating their negetiating interests in the agriculturzl field both
vith respect to products and measures, looking towards discussions = bilateral,
plurilaterel or multilateral - zimed at identifying the possible negotiating
interests of the developing countries. To help in this task the secretariat
vould receive notifications including copies of these lists and would prepare an
up--to-date catelegue of teriffs and non-tariff neasures faced in developed
narkets by the products notified by the exporting developing countries, After
this stage of information, the developing countries shall decide if in the
cffective negotiating stage they will subnit their requests for concessions in
the Group "Aigriculture" or in other negotiating groups or sub-groups,"

12, This proposel was supported by the delegations of developing countries and
7 sone delegoations of developed countries, Some furiher delegaticns believed
that a decision of this kind would be premature since it concerned a special
procedure; this should be established after, or ot the same time as, the
general procedure., The Group agreed to revert to the examination of this
proposcl at its next meeting.
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13. The view was also expressed that this proposal did not toke account of the
position of those delegaticns which had indicated their intvention of considering
their quentitative resirictions in the Sub-Growp "Quantitative Reslrictions'.
Certain delezations reserved the right to utilize the procedure of notification
as provided for in the Sul Group "Quantitative Restrictions". Some other
delegations believed that this wos not in confommity with purugroph 2 02

the Swming-up by the Chairmen of Group “igriculture" (MIN/AG/L).

14« Scme delemotions believed that the propnsals in paragrephs 7, 9 and 11 above
vere complementary, and night be merpged, including the genheral and special
procedurcs set out therein.

15, With respect to quantitative rcstrictions, paragraph 2(vi) of the Suming-up
of the Chairmen of the Stb-Group YQuantitative Restrictions' nade on

30 Lpril 1975 (MTH/WIH/2) was broutht to the athention of the Group in accordance
vith the apreecment reached in the Group "Nom=loriff Meosures® on 25 June 1975
(MTH¥/WTii/6, paregraph 11). The text of this parggreph reads:

"The negotiations encompass gquantitoblve restrictions on agricultwral
products. It was noted thet agriculiurel products would be considered in
accordance with the swming-up of the Chalrman of the Trade Hegotiations
Ceommiittee at its mecting of February 1975. Sonme delepations indilcated thelr
intention tc consider quantitative reesirictions on agricultural products in
this Sub~Groun. ©Some other delegations indicated their intention to consider
such quentitative restrictions in the lLariculture Group,"

16, Scne delegabions considered that the fact that the Group "igrliculture" had
decided its work prospamre after the Sub-Greup "Quantvitative DNestrictions" had
net was pertinent to the considerction of this point by the Group. Other
delegations did not agrece thot this was o sipnificent aspect. The Group
"igriculture” azreced to taole note of this comunication in the light of the
decisions it toox on 8 ey 1975, '

17, 4s regards quantitative restrictions, four proposals were tabled:

(a) The proposal vas made that in respect cof the position of the
delezations which had indiceoted; or might indicate, their intention to
consider gquantitative restrictions on amricultural preducts in Group
"igriculhure, ths Group should adont, 1 tis mutandis, the procedures
agreced upon in the Sub-Group "Quantitative Restrictlons®, as set forth
in peragreph 6(1) to (iv) inclusive, of docwient MTH/NTH/2.
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(b) It was also proposed that in view of the discussions which had taken
plece in the sub-group on quantitetive restrictions, in respect of
quantitative restrictions on agricultural products, the Group should agree:

(i) As an initial step towards the working out of solutions, a process of
information, examination and dialogue should be undertaken with respect to
existing quantitative restrictions on agricultural products, taking into account,
inter alia, puragraph 3(e) of tho Tokyo Deelurution and tho work alreudy
initiated by the sub-groups on grains, meat and dairy products. This process
should clucidate, inter alia, whether restrictions are maintained in a~cordance
with the General Agreement and should also elucidate the economic and social
circumstances underlying particular restrictions in importing countries.

(ii) This process of information, examination and dialogue would take place
through detailed bilateral or plurilateral consultations or discussions between
countries maintaining restrictions and countries notifying a direct trade.
interest in these restrictions through the secretariat. These consultations

or discussions might include specific suggestions for action in regard to
individual restrictions., Flexibility should be allowed for developing
countries to participate adequately in this process.

(iii) The results of thesc consultations or discussions would be reported to
the next meeting of the Group by the countries involved in each of the
consultations or discussions for analysis of the existing situation by the
Group.

In this connexion, the Group noted the view of some delegations that it
would not be very productive to apply such a process of information, examination
and dialogue only to quantitative restrictions.

(e) It was also proposcd that the Group agree thct there be only one
procedure for the treatment of quantitative restrictions for all products,
namely, that established by the Sub-Croup "Quantitative Restrictions” of the
Group ‘Non-Tariff Mcasures". :

(d) Lastly, it was proposed that the procedures for quantitative
restrictions on agricultural products be integrated into the framework of
detailed discussicns and consultations covering all teriff and non-tariff
measures as proposced in paragraph 9.

18. The Group azgreed to revert to the examination of the proposals regarding
quantitative rostrictions at its next neeting.
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19. Some delegations invited the attention of the Group to the proposal that
had been puL forward in the CGroups "Tariffs" and "Non-Tariff Measures! that the
procedures for dealing with non-tariis measures which rulated to particular
teriff items should be related to and integrated with whatever procedures are
agreed upon for tariff negotiations.

20. The suggestion was nade that the Group at its next meeting give attention
to the problem of sanitery and phytosanitery regulations.

Anformation to_ihe_ Trade Hegotiations Cemnittee

21l. The Crowp azroed that the Chairman qhould riake an oral report to the Trade
Negotiations Commi{tze covering the work of the Group and its Sub-Groups.

22. The Grovp, noting that its Sub-Groups would themselves set the dates of
thelr neetinge, agreed that 1t might hold its next session in the week beginning
20 Octobex 1975, 1t being understood that every effort would be made to avoid

as far as possible any conflict in timing with the meetings of the Group
"Tropicel Products', and that the Group might meet again, tentatively in the
week begilnaing 1 December 1975,



