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o — ——"reat

esteb i,h1n~ a fr meworl within whlch we could all agree to be~ n to cone te grips
vith agricultural trade problaus. The cestablishnent of oub-Gruups on Grains, Mezt,
cnd Dairy Products was o further uscful step to ensure thet trade problums affecting
these particular products recuive thu concentrated attention they deserve. Lt the
July neoti n~ of Group Figriculturcy; - nunbor of additioncl proposcls were advanced
to flezh out a work prograsziz to briag the full renge of ogricultural issucs into
the neinstr of cn~zoing negotiations.

The United Statos has corefully exenined thesc proposals and is now prepared to
sugsest o work yroﬁ“’nnc wo sinccrcely believe all perticiponts should be a able to

sugpart.

In fortmloting our positlon for this nceting, the UTnited Stztes believes we

s
should adopt o work progromrme vhichy, on the one hond, will cnable Group ‘igricultured
te denl with the ogriculiursl nspects of maltilotersd solutinns"lrc°dy under way
clscvhore in the MW ond, on the othor hond, te launch o sarics of steps to ensure
tir.t 2ll agricultural problons of concern to porticipents - especially the developing
countrics - receive adeourbe attention. Ve thorcfore have o comprchonsive work
p;ogr:rno to put forucrd which we belicve eucciposscs the proposals nade ot the last
mecving concorning cuanhitative restristions, ond issucs of p:rtlculwi lﬁierut to
i stoy

duvolopinn countrics cs well cs additicnnl work on stendards wnd toriffs.
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First, with rospc roposals ceoncerning the troatnient of cusntitative
restrictions, the United & prepored o ogrece thot bilatercl ond pluriicterel
conzultstions on quont trictiens Tor agriculi 1 products may be cerricd
ouv by those enuntrics Carsire wsdor the cuspl of Group ”;r"¢01 ture’ on
the basis of the Group the sone roles ond pro nres s these ostablished
in the Sub-Group on qun 2 rostrictione,  The rem of tho cungu1t~UJons'on

1 be repo sirmltansously to
atrictlons Slb—C”ﬁJp cnd Greup
o fucntitative Restrictions Sub-Group

agricultural wrrdvcuas !
Groun “"lroricultuvre’ and te
ilgriculture’ noy trononi
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tinely ond continuous basis. If the Quentitative Restrictions Sub-Grot

alros censiderction of o pultilateral solution te hondle quentitative
icng, such censidercotion will be roferred to Gr oup ericulture for
ion of its agricultural aspects and tinely camunicotion of the results
of its cxaninction boeck to the Quentitative Restrictions Sub-Group.

Sccondly, we wish to oddress oursclves to the gthor propossls “"6 y at the

ng of Group ".griculturce”s Ve believe cach of thesce proposals containg
cloments of merit oad we com support a work progromnc cnconpassing nany cleonents
of each of theml, We uuﬂr“st thot, for agricultursl preducts other thon those
covercd by the Sub=Grouvps Moat, Grains MJO Dairy Prouucts, Greup ‘lgriculture?

should under toke an initiol exeniinetion of specific barricrs &ffuctlng trade in
thoze products,

In order to deternine which barriers will be the subject of such an
cxaniination, the Group should initially toke into account any problens affecting
those products which are notifiocd to the sceretariat as being of special concern
to onc or rore covntrics cnd of direct inte re"t For thair trade,

Boesed on country notificaticns and othor availoble infernntion, the
sceretoriat should prepare relevent docuncntotion on o product bos surnarizing
2ll borriers affecting trade in those products. This docunentatiecn should he
exanined by the Group in order to deterivine whether oy of the products lends
itself to a rultilnterel solution. Should the Group find thot this is the case,
the Group “lgricultured would then wish to decide how work on this product should
procecd. In any ovcut, appropriate aspects of any multilateral solution under
consideration would be coxxmmicated to other relevant MIN Groups or Sub-Groups

n rocontinuing bosis. ‘For cxoriple, o solution offecting tﬂ“iffg on cgricultura
products would be carmnicated to the Toriff Group, o solution &f?cctlﬁr
agricultural quantitative restrictions would be cormmnicated to tho Qunntitative
Restrictions Sub-Group, etc. .ny inconsistencies betucen the work of the various
groups would be worked out jointly.

Should the Group decide thet a problenm or barrier affecting an individuanl
product lends itsell to a bilateral or plurilateral approach, the countries
involved noy engoge in consulte ulono, the results of which would be communicoted
to Group “_grluultarc' and to the other rolevont Groups or Sub-Groupse.

In the implenientation of this proccdurs, the Group will give priority
attention to the trode barr! rs notificd by developing countries os o step
towards the inplemcntation ci parcgraph 5 of the Tolkyo Declarantion.



MIN/ 4G/ /1
Page 3

Two additional areas we consider ripe for examination in Group "Agriculture"
are the agri.ultural aspects of multilateral solutions for standards and tariffs,

As regards standards, work is currentlyunder wey in the Sub-Group on Technicel
Barriers on & draft Standards Code which would establish general rules for the use
of standards with respect to industrial and agricultural products. The NTM Group
has already agreed that the applicability of the general standard rules to health
and sanitary regulations concerning agricultural and tropical products should be
examined by the Group "Agriculture" and the Group on Tropical Products. The
United States believes that it would be timely for Group "Agriculture" to under-
take this examination at its next meeting and provide the results of its work
at the Sub-Group on Technical Barriers to Trade. In addition, the United States
believes that the Group "Agriculture" should at the same time undertake on its
own initiative an examination of the draft Standards Code with respect to other
agricultural aspects and provide the resulis of its examination to the Sub=-Group
on Technical Barriers on a timely basis,

As regards tariffs, delegations are aware that the Tariff Group is currently
in the process of examining various tariff formulae for possible use as the basis
for negotiations in that Group. The United States believes that the Group
"Agriculture" could usefully undertake an examination of some or all of these
formulae at its next meeting. The results of this examination and any
recommendations which the Group "Agriculture" may have regarding the implications
for agriculture of these formulaec should be communicated to the Tariff Group to
be taken into account in the final selection of a negotiating formula,.

The programme we have put forward is admittedly an extensive one. It would,
we believe, enable Group "Agriculture" to put aside the procedural problems that
have concerned all of us for too long and to begin to come to grips with the real
agricultural interests of our respective countries in these negotiations. It
is a pragmat.c programme in the sens. that it different.ates between work that
can bée launched in Group "Agriculture’ without delay by taking advantage of work
already well advanced in other Groups (Standards and Quantitative Restrictions),
by ensuring Group "Agriculture's" substantive input et an early stage of MIN
consideration of tariffs, and by setting in motion a notification, analysis and
consultation procedure for barriers affecting products not already within the
purview of existing Sub-Groups of Group "Agriculture" with priority attention to
products of interest to developing countries.

The proposals we have put forward will enable Group "Agriculture" to move
into the stage of concrete negotiations on specific agricultural issues within
the terms of its mandate, to treat the agricultural aspects of multilateral
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solutions proposed in other Groups, and te do sc in a way that the results of
Group Agriculture's work will, as eppropriate be provided to the Tariff and
Non-Tariff Measures Groups and Sub-Groups on a timely and continuous basis for
incorporation in the multilateral solutions to ensure the harmonious and balanced
development of all the elements subject to negotiation.



