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The agreement reached in Group 'is'.gricuitureii on 8 Mlay was an i-nport-olt step in
est-ablishin- a fr.c1ework withwiwhich wo could all agree to begin to coma to grips

wihtagricultueretrade problems.The ostablishnent of Sub-Grcnups on Grains, 1sie^-t,1., agriculture, ID~ ~ ~ ~ ~ Grins Mat
-,cnd Daniry Products was a further uso'ful step to ensure tha-t- tradeC problems affecting
th~se Mparticulax products roce.eivc the concentrated . attention thoy deserve. At the

of Group griculturo number of addLitional propos.''ls wore advanced
to.;:, 11i ov- awork progrot.o: tU-o bring, the, full ra,.nge of avriculturaJl iSseucs into
the1 na.instreo of oa-going ngot;ati icns.

The United F'atcis has carefully; e:xarinod thses proposals and iL now prepared to
suges-.t a workprogrel" wo sinccroly bewlicve all participants should be able to

In Lfornul'Atin- ouzr position for this mcetinpg, the TJUnited States believes we
should a,`,dopt ao prog,;'.e which, on the. one hanyid, will cena-ble Group 'iigrriculturo:'
tc cle! with the agricultur:7l 7:,pect7, o i ilateral solutions alrcoady under way
elsewhere7 in thc 1TNandl, on th1e otlhor hcnd, to la-unch a series of steps to ensure
tha.t il o.9aricultulral problems of concern to participants- especially the developing,
countries - receie ade:'.eatt;--ntion)1a. Wo thereforc havo la co'-mp-rehensive wo)rk
progr..SrYV) to put fCorw-rd wh-ich vowe ieve cncc.Iacsso theproposals :i-. .cl at tho l st
::e,cWing-, csne:r-_ininr-; quantit.-.ve rc.-Iriac;t 0.. an Si ,sse of particul r lintere.st to
developing countries as well as adritioal lwr- on standards :and tariffl.

First, writh ros1;D t to tllhe- porpc)\rl-s ccnccrntiZn tho treate.Icnt of cucantitativO
rontrictions, the United Statc; i-p'T.5n^to -Drre tthat bilateral ind plurilateor.l
consult-.a"tior.n on cuantitA er'r;vo 1'tri ons f ii .i. 'rl products m.a1y bie carried
out b-i tho;e sun--ri IhIch f-C U1n (`-r thous c. ofl GrLup AriculturC; C
the br.siio. f the_ GrCxn ter-tan;*o -eru-le- s in nedres as those estalished

.^ tlo S'n1V)-CTronv-onaqurnirtur-ti * The re-auJ:s of- thel conisult.tions on
agricultura-l pro-duct-, uiE re. conductofeL, w.ill be rpporte simultaneously to
Gr-U.' .i-ricu1lurxxca;t.od th QFutitwLio.Rs'trictions Sub-Croup ;-nel Grcup
Agriculture, maytransmit thoe - ru to the .uantitative Rcstrictiorns Sub-Group
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on n ti-r.cJ.y and continuous basis. If the Ouar-titative Rostr'-ctions Sub-Group
und.ortacs considerL-tion of a nultilatoral solution tc ha1_ndlc quantitative
rcsitricticn., ouc'h consideration will bc rofcrred to Group! iAgriculture;t for
cxmrr-il'.tion of its 2grL-iciLt-Lirlr .spects and timely corianunicction of tho rcsulits
of its cxcz.Linntionv bL.ack to the ^uantitattivc Restrictions Sub-Grouip.

Sceondly, wc; wish to c.ddrcss ourselves to tho other Tlrosal-_ de. at the,
-.st Webetiive eaGr(utlu-,D i , boliavo cach of those proposals conta . as

elccn:nts of nerilt and wes c^_ support a work. pr.girr^zo cnconpassing rany alolelnon'
o cach of thori. We sur;-st thnt, for agricultural products other thIathose
coucrrd by the Sub-Groups Meant, Gra.ins andl Dairy Products, Group 'AI.-riculturoe'
shor10ld uandor takeo an initial ex-a.n.Lination1 of sprcif'CC;ic baxriers offoctin, tradc in
those products.

In order to catorni-newhich barriers, will be the subject oL such an
cxmzuination, tho Group should initially tfake into account any problenis affecting
those products w.:hich are notified to the secretarziat as being- of special concern
to one or noro countries and of direct -interest for their trade;:.

Based on co-ntry notifications anl~d other availc.ble information, the
secretariat should prepare relerant docuzentation on a product basis suzxnrizing
all barriers affeccting trdcle in those products. This docuziontation should he
exa~:wincc1 by tthe Group in order to determine whether any of the products lends
itself to aC. ultilateral solution. Should the Group find that this is the case,
tho Group 4i.^riculture'"' would then wish to decide how work on this product should
proceed. In any evont, appropria-te aspects olf any 7iultilateral solution under
consicrdoation would ba cocm,-xuiicatcd to other relevant i.TN Groups or Sub-Groups
1a - continuing basis. For oxsnple a solution affecting tariffs on agricultural

prod.uct.S would becc; mun3ica1:itoc to the Tarxiff Group, a' solution affecting
la.-ricultur-l quantitative restrictions would bc cormmunicated to the Ouantitative
Restrictions Sub-Group, etc. Any inconsistencies between the work. of the various
groups would be worked out jointly.

Should the Group decide that a probleor or barrier affecting an individual
product lends itself to a bilateral or plurilateral approach, the countries
involved r.ay engage in consultations, the results of which would be coereunicated
to Group ;`,`griculture'i and to the other relevant Groups or Sub-Groups.

In the in.ple:;tentation of this procedurer, the Group will grivc priority
attention to the trc.de barr? rs notified by developing countries as a step
towards the; inple:nmentation c- paragraph 5 of the Tokyo Decl araino.
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Two additional areas we consider ripe for examination in Group "Agriculture"
are the agrit cultural aspects of multflateral. solutions for standards and tariffs.

As regards standards, work is currently under way in the Sub-Group on Technical
Barriers on a draft Standards Code which would establish general rules for the use
of standards with respect to industrial and agricultural products. The NTM Group
has already agreed that the applicability of the general standard rules to health
and sanitary regulations concerning agricultural and tropical products should be
examined by the Group "Agriculture" and the Group on Tropical Products. The
United States believes that it would be timely for Group "Agriculture" to under-
take this examination at its next meeting and provide the results of its work
at the Sub-Group on Technical Barriers to Trade. In addition, the United States
believes that the Group "Agriculture" should at the same tine undertake on its
own initiative an examination of the draft Standards Code with respect to other
agricultural aspects and provide the results of its examination to the Sub-Group
on Technical Barriers on a timely basis.

As regards tariffs, delegations are aware that the Tariff Group is currently
in the process of examining various tariff formulae for possible use as the basis
for negotiations in that Group. The United States believes that the Group
"Agriculture" could usefully undertake an examination of some or all of these
formulae at its next meeting. The results of this examination and any
recommendations which the Group "Agriculture" may have regarding the implications
for agriculture of these formulae should be communicated to the Tariff Group to
be taken into account in the final selection of a negotiating formula.

The programme we have put forward is admittedly an extensive one. It would,
we believe, enable Group "Agriculture" to put aside the procedural problems that
have concerned all of us for too long and to begin to come to grips with the real
agricultural interests of our respective countries in these negotiations. It
is a pragmat..c programme in the sens& that it differentiates between work that
can be launched in Group "Agriculturei without delay by taking advantage of work
already well advanced in other Groups (Standards and Quantitative Restrictions),
by ensuring Group "Agriculture s" substantive input at an early stage of MTN
consideration of tariffs, and by setting in motion a notification, analysis and
consultation procedure for barriers affecting products not already within the
purview of existing Sub-Groups of Group "Agriculture" with priority attention to
products of interest to developing countries.

The proposals we have put forward will enable Group "Agriculture" to move
into the stage of concrete negotiations on specific agricultural issues within
thre terms of its mandate, to treat the agricultural aspects of multilateral
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solutions proposed in other Groups, and to do so in a way that the results of
Group Agriculture s work will, as appropriate be provided to the Tariff and
Non-Tariff Measures Groups and Sub-Groups on a timely and continuous basis for
incorporation in the multilateral solutions to ensure the harmonious and balanced
development of all the elements subject to negotiation.


