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CIRCULATION OF REQUEST LISTS

TONGA

At its meeting of July 1977, Group "Agriculture" adopted procedures for the
submission of request lists regarding tariff and/or non-teriff concessions for
agricultural products (MTN/AG/7, paragraph 6(a) and Annex).

In accordance with these procedures, the following request lists, addressed
to Australia, Japan, New Zealand and the United States, have been submitted by
the Kingdom of Tonga and are being circulated for the confidential information of
all participants in the multilateral trade negotiations.

The delegation of the Kingdom of Tonga has requested that attention be drawn
to the following:

"At Tonga's present stage of development, it has been very difficult to
fully take into account, in the request lists, items of future export
interests to Tonga. Products other then raw agricultural ones which Tonga
would export at some point in the future will depend on its ability to attract
foreign entrepreneurs, foreign investments and technical expertise. Thus,
the investment decision relating to such production will be determined
externally to a large extent. Since Tonga's population of just under 100,000
is too small to support production on a solely import substitution basis,
any future investor will want to be assured as well of the availability of
export markets. Given the fact that Tonga's resources and population are so
limited, its production of an item will also be limited, especially aln
comparison to the level of imports of the above four countries. As a result,
in addition to the attached specifically itemized request lists, the
Government of Tonga has requested that arrangements be made during t'ae
negotiations to ensure market access in the above four countries to products
of future export interest to Tonga without having them specifically listed
now."
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