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On behalf cf the Nordic countries, Finland, Norway and Sweden, I should like to
neke a few preliminary remarks at this stage of the discussion. :

In the Group on Agriculture the Nordic countries supported the establishing of a
Sub-Group for Dairy Products. We realize the very great importance of world trade in
dairy products and we will take part in the work of this Group in a positive spirit
in order to reach satisfactory solutions. A4ll of our countries are, howcver,
relatively small as far as the trade in deiry products is concerned in comparison
with the larger importing and exporting countries, We are aware of the fact that the
international trade in dairy products, as in most agricultural products, has been
subject to fluctuations ond distortions for years. The Nordic countries have, however,
menaged to overcome some of the difficulties by following agricultural policies
especianlly directed at stebilizing prices and market conditions in their owm markets.
Finland in particulsr has been forced to cut down agricultural production by various
ueasures in order to meet the adverse market conditions.

The NMordic countries attach special importance to measures improving price and
nmavket stability in dairy products. Ve believe that this Group is a proper forum for
negotiating new and more effective international rules for trade in dairy products.

Une hos now gained some experience from the international agreements on milk
powder and butter oil, Although this experience might not be entirely pesitive, this
nechenism could he useful if improved and complemented.



