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STATEMENT BY THE DELEGATION OF AUSTRALIA

The following statement is circulated at the request of the delegation of
Australia.

‘ Austral a's views on the proposed Understandlng Regarding Export Resﬁuctlons‘
and. Charges are well kncwn and it is assumed well understood.

Australis believes that its reputation as a reliable and assured suypller of
ucommodltles is sound. The Australian Government has always been and remains .
ready to consult with its trading partners on any matter concernlng the supply of
commodities from Australia.

From the cutset of the discussion on this issue in the MIN the Australian
delegation has invited those participants who have been in favour of modmf?1ng
GATT rules and procodures on this question to specifically identify genuine

dlng problems in the erea of export restrictions and charges which would
Justlij such changes. However no convincing arguments have been put forth to
show that the rules and procedures =are def1c1ant.

It has alsoc been fundamental to Australia“ position that any examination of
export control measures should be carried out in parallel with an exemination of
existing GATT disciplines relating to access %o merkets =2nd the extent %o which
these disciplines =re observed. : : '

As has veen pointed out by the Canedian delegation in document MTN/FR/W/21,
the proposed Understending Regarding Export Restrictions and Charges 1nvolves
acceptance of ne new obllvatlons edditionel to those flready contained in the GAIT.

Austr‘.llg has scuzht in the MIN to come to grxps with 2 renge of import
control devices including illegel quentitative restrictions, which clearly distort
and constrain world trade. The Australian delegation has made constructive
proposals as to how these might be deslt. with, There hes been no response to

 these proposals. Raw meterial consuning countries heave not been prepared to enter
into meanlanu. negotiations with regerd te impert rastV1c+1~ns.
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The proposed Understanding Regarding Export Restrictions, despite its
apparent modesty, will be one-sided end umbalenced unless, consistent with
the words of the Understanding, the reassessment contemplated does “in the
context of the internstional trading system as & whole” take up et the
seme time &s it exazmines the issue of access to supplies the intimately
linked question of access tc markets. Cleearly if the project contemplated
is to he preductive, ‘both sides of the equation will have to be _
encompassed. The Australien Government will wish to bear these aspects in
mind when it is considerircs the basis of its participation in the proposed

resssessment agreed to in the Understanding.



