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Negotiating Group on Tropical Products

REQUESTS FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Communication from the EEC

Supplement
The following communication dated 25 April 1988 has been received from
the European Communities with the request that it be circulated to the
members of the Group.

I enclose copies of letters addressed by the Community to countries
not presently covered by the secretariat's documentation, asking for
additional information concerning their trade measures in the field of
tropical products.

I would appreciate if you could make these documents available to all
participants in the Negctiating Group on Tropical products.

GATT SECRETARIAT
UR-88-0161
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Délégation permanente
auprés des Organisations

Internationales & Gensve 2 4 3

Le Chet de la Délégation

COMM!SSIQN Genéve,le . . 2 5 Apf‘1 1. ]988
DES COMMUNAUTES '
EUROPEENNES

Subject : Uruguay Round - Tropical Products

From the outset of these negotiations on tropical products, the Community has
attached 1importance to establishing the broadest possible documentation on
existing trade regimes and present trade flows in this area. as a basis for a
transparent negotiating process.

The Negotiating Group on Tropical Products adopted on 28 January 1988
procedures for the conduct of negotiations in this field (MTN/GNG/NG6/W/23)
which contain in its paragraph (ii) the possibility to request additional
(and/or complementary) information on trade policy measures.

In this context, the Community is aware of a communication by Indonesia to the
Committee on Trade in Agriculture (AG/FOR/IDN/1) dated 24 November 1984 (copy
attached). Could Indonesia ascertain whether the data in this document on
measures affecting trade in tropical products are still valid and that it can
be wused in the Negotiating Group ? Could Indonesia confirm that the
information concerning the prohibition of exports of tropical woods and rattan
in GATT document MTN SB/SN/1 is accurate ? Could information be provided on
the trade regime for products falling within tropical product groups 3 and 7,
as identified in the GATT Secretariat's documentation (MTN.GNG/NG6/W/6) ?

Similar requests for additional information will be addressed by the Community
to a large number of countries not presently covered by the documentation
prepared by the GATT Secretariat.

The aim of this initiative is to draw a complete picture of trade barriers,
both tariff and non-tariff ones, affecting trade in tropical products, as a
basis for a comprehensive negotiation in line with the objectives set out in
the Punta del Este Declaration.

H.E. Mr. Poedji KOENTARSO
Ambassador
Permanent Representative

. . PO —
Permanent Mission of INDONESIA 2.0 00

Rue de Saint-Jean, 16
' Inh
1203 GENEVA Yran Van-Thin

Adresse: rue de Vermont 37-39, case 195, 1211 Genéve 20 CIC - Téléphone 34 9750 - Télécopie 34 2236 - Télex 28261 - Indicat! télex ECOM CH
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Le Chaf de la Délégation

Subject : Uruguay Round - Tropical Products

From the outset of these negotiations on tropical products, the Community has
attached importance to establishing the broadest possible documentation on
existing trade regimes and present trade flows in this area as a basis for a
transparent negotiating process.

The negotiating Group on Tropical Products adopted on 28 January 1988
procedures for the conduct of negotiations in this field (MTN/GNG/NG6/W/23)
which contain in 1its paragraph (ii) the possibility to request additional
(and/or complementary) information on trade policy measures.

In this context, the Community is aware of a communication by Colombia to the
Committee on Trade in Agriculture (AG/FOR/REV/COL/1) dated 15 June 1987 (copy
attached). Could Colombia ascertain whether the date in this document or
measures affecting trade in tropical products are still valid and that it can
be used in the Negotiating Group ?

Could similar information be provided for other tropical products as
identified 1in the relevant GATT Secretariat documentation ? Does Colombia
provide export and/or production subsidies on soluble coffee ?

Similar requests for additional information will be addressed by the Community
to a large number of countries not presently covered by the documentation
prepared by the GATT Secretariat.

The aim of this initiative is to draw a complete picture of trade barriers,
both tariff and non-tariff ones, affecting trade in tropical products, as a
basis for a comprehensive negotiation in line with the objectives set out in
the Punta del Este Declaration.

H.E. Mr. Felipe JARAMILLO

Ambassador
Permanent Mission of COLOMBIA ' LL
Chemin du Champ-D'Anier, 17-19 ?.8 A

1209 GENEVE Yrén Van-Thinh

.

Adresse: rue de Vermont 37-39, case 195, 1211 Genéve 20 CIC - Téléphone 349750 - Télécopie 34 2236 - Télex 28261 - Indicatif télex ECOM CH




MTN.GNG/NG6/TI/2/Suppol.l

Page 4

Délégation permanente 7
auprés des Organisations 2 4 /
Internationales & Genéve

COMMISSION Gensve.le - . .. 25 April 1988

DES COMMUNAUTES
EUROPEENNES

Lte Chef de la Délégation

Subject : Uruguay Round - Tropical Products

From the outset of these neqotiations on tropical products, the Community has
attached importance to establishing the broadest possible documentation on
existing trade reyimes and present trade flows in this area as a basis for a
transparent negotiating process.

The Negotiating Group on Tropical Products adopted on 28 January 1988
procedures for the conduct of negotiations in this field (MTN/GNG/NG6/W/23)
which contain in its paragraph (ii) the possibility to request additional
(and/or compiementary) information on trade policy measures.

In this context, the Community is aware of a communication by Malaysia to the
Committee on Trade in Agriculture (AG/FOR/MYS/7) dated 28 December 1983 (copy
attached). Could Malyasia confirm that the date in this document on measures
affecting trade in tropical products are still accurate and that it can be
used in the Negotiating Group ?

Move specifically, could Malaysia provide information on the research and
replanting levy applied exclusively to the export of raw rubber and on the
export duty Tlevied once a bigger price is exceeded ? What is actually the
amount of these duties as a percentage of the export price of raw rubber ?
Does Malaysia operate an import licencing system for coffee ?

Similar requests for additional information will be addressed by the Community
to a large number of countries not presently covered by the documentation
prepared by the GATT Secretariat.

The aim of this initiative is to draw a complete picture of trade barriers,
both tariff and non-tariff ones, affecting trade irn tropical products, as a
basis for a comprehensive negotiation in line with the objectives set out in
the Punta del Este Declaration. '

H.E. Mr. KHOR Eng Hee
Ambassador

Permarient Mission of MALAYSIA
Rue de Lausanne, 43

3.0 T

Tran Van-Thinh

1201 GENEVA

Adresse: rue de Vermont 37-39, case 195, 1211 Genave 20 CIC - Téléphons 3497 50 - Télécopis 34 2236 - Talex 28261 - Indicatif tédlex ECOM CH




