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COMPARISON OF EXISTING TEXTS AND PROPOSALS FOR
IMPROVEMENTS TO THE GATT DISPUTE SETTLEMENT SYSTEM

Note by the Secretariat

At its meeting of 11 July 1988, the Negotiating Group requested the
secretariat to prepare a two-column note relating the. existing texts on the
GATT dispute settlement system with proposals made in the Group for
improvements to the system. Such a two-column approach is reflected in the
following pages of this document, the left column containing relevant
portions of existing GATT texts on dispute settlement , and the right
column containing the text of the secretariat's Check List of Main Issues
for Discussion, revised and updated since the meeting of 11 July 1988. The
secretariat bears sole responsibility for the preparation of this document.
Although the revised check list of the right column is intended to reflect
the present status of the Group's deliberations, it is not to be implied
that proposals not mentioned should receive less attention. It should also
be noted that while the left and right column texts have been organized
under relevant headings to reflect the Group's discussions on various
dispute settlement issues, no effort has been made to relate specific
paragraphs within these two columns.

This note does not address separately the specific proposals for
differential and more favourable treatment of developing countries in the
dispute settlement context. For a review of proposals in this area, reference
should be made to the Communication from Mexico (MTN.GNG/NG13/W/26) and the
Note by the secretariat (MTN.GNG/NG13/W/27).

1The following abbreviations are used to Identify GATT texts: "1966
Decision" denotes the Decision of 5 April 1966 regarding Procedures under
Article XXIII, (BISD 14S/18); "1979 Understanding" denotes the Understanding
Regarding Notification, Consultation, Dispute Settlement and Surveillance,
adopted on 28 November 1979 (BISD 26S/210); "1979 Understanding - Annex"
denotes the Annex to "1979 Understanding"; "1982 Declaration" denotes the
Ministerial Declaration adopted on 29 November 1982, section on Dispute
Settlement Procedures (BISD 29S/13); and "1984 Action" denotes the Action taken
on 30 November 1984, section on Dispute Settlement Procedures (BISD 31S/9).
All of the above texts can be found in MTN.GNG/NG13/W/4.
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