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THE URUGUAY ROUND Special Distribution

Group of Negotiations on Goods (GATT) Original: English

Negotiating Group on Tropical Products

TROPICAL PRODUCTS

Initial Offer List of Japan

The following communication dated 19 September 1988 has been received
from the delegation of Japan with the request that it be circulated to all
participants.

In accordance with paragraph (i) of MTN.GNG/NG6/W/25, the Japanese
Government submits the attached list containing Japan's initial offers.

The initial offers are presented after a serious study of the products
concerned, recognizing the importance of trade in tropical products for the
developing countries, and also taking into consideration the results of the
meetings held so far on tropical products. The offers for tariff measures
and import quota amount to a total of 144 products (on a tariff line
basis), including 108 for elimination, reduction or establishment of bound
rates, 8 for reduction of statutory rates , 9 for GSP contribution and 21
for import quota termination. Implementation of the offers is subject to
necessary domestic procedures including the Diet approval.

As the base rates, bound rates are used for bound items, and general
rates for unbound items as of 1 January 1988.

The Japanese Government reserves the right to modify the list
depending on future developments in the negotiations. The initial offers
are presented on the condition that other developed countries will make
similar offers in order to achieve maximum liberalization of trade in
tropical products, and developing countries are also requested to make
appropriate contributions commensurate with their stages of development.

Among them, 52 products are offered with MFN 0 per cent bound rates.

2In the list, (UB) indicates offers for reduction of statutory rates
which means MFN rates provided for in the Temporary Tariff Measures Law.

3Among them, 2 products are offered also in the statutory field.

4In the list, (G) indicates general rates.

GATT SECRETARIAT
UR-88-0439
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