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Introduction

1. At its meeting of 21 October 1988, the Negotiating Group on Non-Tariff
Measures requested the secretariat to prepare a background note on customs
and consular formalities, similar to the ones which it had previously
prepared on preshipment inspection and rules of origin (MTN.GNG/NG2/9,
paragraph 11).

2. The present note first introduces the subject of customs and consular
formalities, then provides information on the relevant GATT provisions and
summarizes the discussion which has taken place on the subject in the GATT.
It also provides brief information on the work carried out on the subject
in the Customs Cooperation Council (CCC) and the United Nations Economic
Commission for Europe (ECE).

Background

3. Part II of the Inventory of Non-Tariff Measures (Industrial Products)
(NTM/INV/I-V) identifies the following seven categories of measures under
the heading "Customs and administrative entry procedures": anti-dumping
duties, valuation, customs classification, consular formalities and
documentation, samples, rules of origin and customs formalities. The
present paper deals with customs formalities including samples, consular
formalities and documentation, and customs classification. In addition to
the Inventory, information on measures of this type maintained by a number
of contracting parties, can be found in the proposals made by some
participants in the Negotiating Group on Non-Tariff Measures, which have
been sorted by the secretariat using the classification of the Inventory
(MTN.GNG/NG2/W/19/Rev.l).
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(a) Customs formalities

4. Customs authorities administer trade policies set by their
governments. They assess duties payable on traded goods, ensure the
payment of the duty and clear the goods. If necessary they implement
quantitative restrictions applicable to goods submitted to them for
clearance. They may also be responsible for a number of other duties
e.g., collecting indirect taxes, obtaining data required for trade
statistics, and sanitary and other controls.

5. Examples of the documentation which may be required by the customs
authorities in the fulfilment of the above functions are:

(i) customs declarations;

(ii) import licences;

(iii) commercial invoices and bills of lading;

(iv) pro forma invoices or standard price lists;

(v) documentation indicating the technical specifications, weights,
measurements etc. of the traded goods. This documentation may
sometimes need to be accompanied by samples of the imported
good;

(vi) certificates of origin.

6. Because customs formalities are means by which policies are
implemented, good administrative practice would suggest that their effect
should be kept to the minimum necessary to achieve legitimate objectives of
policies. Thus, requirements that imports be processed at specific points
of entry, that documentation be submitted in a particular language, or
fines for failure to comply with documentation requirements, can constitute
obstacles to trade that go beyond the normal function of customs
formalities.

(b) Consular formalities and documentation

7. In addition to customs formalities, some governments also require
import documentation to be legalized or consular invoices to be issued at
their consulates in the country or port of shipment. The declared
objective of these formalities is apparently to allow importing countries
to check on the volume and nature of trade and also outflows of currency.
However, exporters consider these formalities to be redundant because they
could be carried out at the port of entry. They are also held to create
additional delays and put a financial burden on exporters. Because of
this, they are perceived as a barrier to trade and efforts have been made
in the GATT and elsewhere to abolish them or at least minimize their
restrictive effects.
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(c) Customs classification

8. The classification of imports is necessary for the purpose of the
calculation of import duties and quantitative restrictions. However, in
some cases the complex nature of national customs classification systems
has been considered to create obstacles to trade. That is why importance
has been attached to the adoption of a common tariff nomenclature by the
largest possible number of countries, and of independent review procedures
for disputes relating to classification problems.

Relevant Provisions of the GATT

(a) Customs formalities

9. The principal GATT provisions which relate to customs formalities are
contained in Article VIII "Fees and Formalities connected with Importation
and Exportation". Paragraph 1(c) states that "the CONTRACTING PARTIES
recognize the need for minimizing the incidence and complexity of import
and export formalities and for decreasing and simplifying import and export
documentation requirements". Paragraph 2 states that "a contracting party
shall, upon request by another contracting party or by the
CONTRACTING PARTIES, review the operation of its laws and regulations in
the light of the provisions of the Article". Paragraph 3 states that "no
contracting party shall impose substantial penalties for minor breaches of
customs regulations or procedural requirements. In particular, no penalty
in respect of any omission or mistake in customs documentation which is
easily rectifiable and obviously made without fraudulent intent or gross
negligence shall be greater than necessary to serve merely as warning".

10. Article X:1 lays down that laws, regulations, judicial decisions and
administrative rulings relating to the conduct of trade have to be
published promptly and requires the establishment of independent tribunals
or other procedures for the prompt review and correction of administrative
action relating to customs matters.

11. Among other relevant provisions one can cite:

Mi) Article I:1 which lays down that most-favoured-nation treatment
will also apply to rules and formalities in connection with
importation and exportation;

(ii) Article XI:1 which prohibits restrictions on imports and exports
other than duties, taxes or other charges. It may be applicable
to the extent that customs formalities constitute such a
restriction;

(iii) Article XX:d which authorizes CONTRACTING PARTIES to adopt
measures necessary for customs enforcement provided that they
are not applied in a manner which would constitute a means of
arbitrary or unjustifiable discrimination or disguised
restriction on international trade.
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(b) Consular formalities

12. Article VIII:4 makes it clear that consular transactions, such as
consular invoices and certificates are covered by the Article. Similarly
other GATT provisions cited above are also relevant to consular
formalities.

(c) Customs classification

13. The principal GATT provision which applies to customs classification
is contained in Article X:1 which states that "laws, regulations, judicial
decisions and administrative rulings of general application, made effective
by any contracting party, pertaining to the classification...of products
for customs purposes,...shall be published promptly in such a manner as to
enable governments and traders to become acquainted with them". The other
provisions of Article X which relate to the impartial administration of
legal instruments and the establishment of independent review procedures,
are also applicable to customs classification matters.

14. Another relevant provision is contained in Article II:5 which states
that in cases where a product is not receiving the treatment contemplated
by a concession provided in a schedule annexed to the General Agreement,
because a court or other proper authority has ruled to the effect that the
product involved cannot be classified under the tariff laws so as to permit
the treatment contemplated in the General Agreement, negotiations will be
initiated with a view to a compensatory adjustment of the matter.

Past Discussion in the GATT

15. In the early 1950's the GATT addressed some specific problems related
to customs formalities. Subsequently, and up to the early :960's, much of
the work which was carried out concentrated on the elimination of consular
formalities. In more recent years some problems have been raised in the
context of the preparation of multilateral trade negotiations, but partly
because work, which will be summarized in the next section, was carried out
satisfactorily in other international organizations, these problems were
not pursued in the GATT.

(a) Customs formalities

16. In 1951, a Working Party which had been appointed by the
CONTRACTING PARTIES to examine and make recommendations on International
Chamber of Commerce (ICC) resolutions regarding the customs treatment of
samples and advertising material and the simplification of documentary
requirements for the importation of goods, submitted to the
CONTRACTING PARTIES:
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(i) a draft Convention for the Purpose of Facilitating the
Importation of Commercial Samples and Advertising Material;

(ii) draft Recommendations on Documentary Requirements for the
Importation of Goods.

17. Having examined these drafts at their seventh session which met in
October 1952, the CONTRACTING PARTIES adopted a "Code of Standard Practices
for Documentary Requirements for the Importation of Goods" (Annex I), and
an "International Convention to Facilitate the Importation of Commercial
Samples and Advertising Material" which came into effect on 1 November 1955
(BISD, lS/94). In cooperation with the Customs Cooperation Council, they
also helped prepare draft conventions on the temporary importation of
packings, of professional equipment, and on the ATA Carnet for the
Temporary Admission of Goods (BISD, 9S/201,212, 10S/211).

18. The objective of the Code on Documentary Requirements was to reduce to
a strict minimum the number of documents required for importation as it was
recognized that the large number of documents which traders, forwarding
agents and commercial carriers were required to compile, constituted an
appreciable obstacle to the smooth flow of goods between countries.

19. Working Group 2 of the Committee on Trade in Industrial Products was
requested by the CONTRACTING PARTIES in 1970 to examine possible solutions
to specific complaints relating to import documentation requirements. One
suggestion was to develop an all-purpose entry document on the basis of a
list of common requirements. Suggestions were also put forward for
carrying out a study which would have recommended appropriate ways of
simplifying formalities. However, some delegations considered that since
the Customs Cooperation Council was already engaged in the elaboration of
standard forms, the duplication of work was not desirable. These
suggestions were therefore not acted upon (L/3496, Appendix 3,
paragraphs 47-48).

20. The Preparatory Committee which met in 1973 prior to the initiation of
the Tokyo Round, listed import documentation among the seven subjects
proposed for negotiations on ron-tariff measures. Later on, four
sub-groups were established to deal with different subjects, of which one
was entrusted with customs matters, including valuation, import
documentation (including consular formalities), customs nomenclature and
customs procedures. However, the question of import documentation was
subsumed into the request and offer procedure which was adopted in
November 1977 for non-tariff measures not dealt with multilaterally.
The secretariat is not aware of any bilateral agreements on customs
formalities negotiated in the Tokyo Round.

21. In the Group on Quantitative Restrictions and Other Non-Tariff
IMeasures, set up under the 1982 Ministerial Work Programme, it was
suggested that the Group give priority to customs and administrative entry
procedures. However, this suggestion was not acted upon (BISD, 31S/226).
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(b) Consular formalities

22. On 24 October 1948, the Chairman of the CONTRACTING PARTIES ruled that
consular taxes were covered by Article I of the General Agreement and that
the application by one contracting party of differential taxes violated
that Article (BISD, Vol.II/12).

23. In 1951, the Working Party which had been appointed by the
CONTRACTING PARTIES to examine and make recommendations on ICC resolutions,
also submitted to the consideration of the CONTRACTING PARTIES, draft
recommendations on consular formalities (BISD, Vol.II/210).

24. Having examined this draft, the CONTRACTING PARTIES adopted at their
seventh session a "Recommendation on the Abolition of Consular Formalities"
(BISD, 1S/25). This recommendation recognized that the complexity of
consular formalities required by some countries and the excessive charges
accompanying them were among the most serious of th- invisible barriers to
international trade. It therefore called for the progressive reduction and
abolition not later than 31 December 1956 of consular invoices and consular
visas for commercial invoices, as well as for the adoption of standard
practices which were designed to reduce the costs to be incurred in
fulfilling these formalities (Annex II). The CONTRACTING PARTIES called on
countries to report on the steps they had taken in pursuance of the
objectives contained in the recommendation (BISD, 1S/102).

25. In response to the call relating to consular formalities,
17 contracting parties reported in 1953 that they had no regulations
requiring consular invoices or consular visas. Another five replied that
they did not require them except in very special circumstances. Four
governments reported that they maintained an extensive system of consular
formalities, though two of them also stated that they were making progress
towards the elimination of this requirement. Seven contracting parties did
not reply to the request for information. The Working Party carrying out
the review of the information noted with satisfaction that some progress
had been made, or was going to be made in the direction of relaxation of
consular formalities (BISD, 2S/59).

26. In 1954, 22 countries reported that they did not require consular
invoices or visas for goods imported from other contracting parties. Four
reported that they did not require them except in very special
circumstances, while nine countries stated that they required the
presentation of documents issued by consular authorities or endorsed by
them. Only two countries failed to respond to the call for information.
The Technical Group examining these notifications noted that some progress
towards the removal of consular fees had been made (BISD, 3S/91).

27. In 1956, seven contracting parties reported that they still required
consular formalities in a few exceptional circumstances while nine
countries, mostly in Latin America, continued to maintain a general
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requirement, either because it enabled them to maintain a measure of
control on the origin and value of imports, or for fiscal reasons. While
reiterating the principles contained in the 1952 Recommendation, namely
that consular formalities should be abolished, the Working Party felt that
countries which still maintained these formalities might have the
possibility of replacing the requirement of consular invoices, by the
requirement of adding a consular visa to the commercial invoice, which was
considered to be a step in the right direction and a lesser inconvenience
to traders (BISD, 5S/108).

28. In 1957, after the target date for the elimination of consular
formalities had passed, the CONTRACTING PARTIES reviewed the situation, and
noting that a number of contracting parties had not yet implemented the
terms of the 1952 Recommendation, called upon them to do so at the earliest
possible moment. Pending full compliance with the 1952 Recommendation, the
CONTRACTING PARTIES recommended action designed to reduce the burden caused
by this practice (Annex III).

29. In 1962, a Panel of Experts was set up by the CONTRACTING PARTIES to
make a survey of existing consular formalities and to recommend ways of
ensuring their simplification and elimination. The Panel of Experts noted
that there were still eight contracting parties regularly requiring
consular formalities and five contracting parties requiring them only in
special circumstances. The Panel also noted that some countries had
abolished consular formalities since the adoption of the 1952
Recommendation and that others had relaxed their restrictions. In
connection with the question of whether the levying of substantial consular
fees by the importing country conformed with the obligations of
Article VIII, since the rates exceeded the costs of services rendered and
were not the equivalent of an Internal charge, it was noted that
Article VIII being in Part II of the General Agreement involved obligations
only within the arrangements for provisional application of the GATT. The
Panel of Experts re-emphasized that the elimination of consular
intervention in the country of exportation would be a major contribution to
international trade. It noted that the rejection of consular invoices for
trifling irregularities, heavy fines for corrections or charges for
presentation of documents after a specified time before the ship sailed,
caused delays and imposed obstacles to trade. The CONTRACTING PARTIES
therefore recommended that contracting parties still maintaining consular
requirements should remove them in conformity with the Recommendations of
1952 and 1957 (BISD, llS/59, 214).

30. At their twenty-sixth session in 1970, the CONTRACTING PARTIES
requested the Committee on Trade in Industrial Products to deal with the
consular formalities that were generally maintained by eight contracting
parties. During the examination carried out by Working Group 2 of the
Committee, some contracting parties considered that consular formalities
and documentation requirements were substantial restraints to trade and
that considerable progress in line with Article VIII could be. made by
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simplifying such requirements and charging fees that would correspond to
the services rendered. In this context it was suggested that fees based
upon a flat rate charge per shipment would be preferable, in principle, to
ad valorem charges related to the value of the goods. On the other hand,
members maintaining consular formalities were of the opinion that excessive
importance was being given to the remaining consular formalities and fees
that were applied by only a few countries. It was pointed out that such
requirements were generally non-discriminatory while other measures applied
by other countries were definitely discriminatory and constituted real
obstacles to trade. As a possible solution, it was suggested by some
contracting parties that an interpretative note to Article VIII should be
drawn up, or that the CONTRACTING PARTIES should take a decision which
would require the phasing-out of remaining consular formalities and fees in
the coarse of five years, and that during the interim period the
CONTRACTING PARTIES should agree that the cost of the service rendered
should not exceed a given maximum, for example, US$10 per shipment.
Another suggestion was that the fee charged should not exceed a given
percentage of the value of the merchandise, for example, one per cent.
During the phasing-out period, countries still regularly maintaining
consular formalities would continue to report annually on progress achieved
towards the abolition of such formalities (L/3496, Appendix 3,
paragraphs 44-47).

31. As can be seen from paragraph 20, the Preparatory Committee which met
prior to the Tokyo Round negotiations, also addressed the question of
consular formalities. However, no multilateral negotiations were held on
the subject in the course of the Round.

(c) Customs classification

32. On the whole, the GATT has not addressed questions of customs
classification as such. The Customs Cooperation Council has been
dealing with these questions. However, in the past the Committee on Trade
in Industrial Products discussed problems which stemmed from the lack of a
common nomenclature for all contracting parties. While practically all
contracting parties had adopted the Customs Cooperation Council
Nomenclature (CCCN) as the basis for their customs tariffs, a few had not.
In the view of some participants in the Committee, the customs schedules of
these countries were overly complicated and at times lacked precision, thus
causing uncertainty for exporters. However, these countries did not agree
that their tariff nomenclatures were barriers to trade. Complaints were
also made about some of the classification practices of these countries
which were alleged to result in the reclassification of imports at will in
such a manner as to increase import duties. Various suggestions were made
for dealing with perceived problems, including the creation of concordance
tables between the CCCN and other nomenclatures. In addition many
participants in the Committee also proposed that the formalities required
by customs authorities in connection with classification should be limited
to what was essential and that any classification disputes should be
settled rapidly by an impartial and independent body.
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Activities of other organizations

(a) Customs Cooperation Council

- Customs formalities

33. One of the major objectives of the Sustoms Cooperation Council is to
simplify and harmonize customs procedures. To achieve this objective the
Customs Cooperation Council has drawn up the Kyoto Convention on the
simplification and harmonization of customs procedures whose objective is
to secure some degree of harmony and uniformity in customs law at world
level. The Kyoto Convention has some 31 Annexes each setting out standards
and recommended practices relating to particular types of procedures. A
list of these Annexes, as well as their status of acceptance, is attached
to the present. note (Annex IV). The Convention contains it: own dispute
settlement procedures and provisions for the incorporation of new Annexes.
In addition to the Kyoto Convention, over the years, the Customs
Cooperation Council has adopted a number of Conventions and Recommendations
dealing with specific subjects, for example, the "Customs Convention on the
ATA Carnet for the Temporary Admission of Goods", (-Brussels,
8 December 1961). The ongoing activities of the CCC include carrying out
studies and preparing guidelines on modern, standard and simplified customs
procedures. Current work includes preparation of a
Single Goods Declaration which can be used as a customs declaration for
exportation, transit and importation.

- Customs classification

34. The Harmonized System Convention, which was developed under the aegis
of the Customs Cooperation Council and which, as of 16 December 1988, had
50 contracting parties accounting for more than 90% of total GATT trade
(see Annex V), combines the best features of the Customs Cooperation
Council Nomenclature and of the other major customs and statistical
international trade nomenclatures. It was designed to be a multi-purpose
product nomenclature, which in addition to its use as a basis for customs
tariff and statistical schedules could be used for the purposes of freight
tariffs, transport statistics, etc. The CCC provides classification
information, advice and training with respect to the Harmonized System and
provides a forum for the settlement of disputes under the HS Convention.
The GATT participated in the development of the Harmonized System and has
welcomed its adoption, which is seen as facilitating trade through greater
uniformity and transparency in customs classification. The transposition
of GATT schedules of concessions into the Harmonized System nomenclature
became desirable with the implementation of the Harmonized System in order
to also achieve uniformity and transparency in the interpretation of GATT
schedules. Special procedures were adopted for this purpose
(BISD, 30S/17).
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(b) United Nations/Economic Commission for Europe (ECE)

35. The UN/ECE Working Party on Facilitation of International Trade
Procedures, acting in cooperation with other organizations, has drawn up
the "United Nations Layout Key for Trade Documents" which paved the way for
harmonization of internationally-established forms. The introduction in
many countries of national trade documents aligned with the Layout Key has
offered the opportunity of important cost reductions because it has made
possible a considerable simplification and standardization of trade
procedures.

36. The Working Party has also drawn up agreed recommendations dealing
with different aspects of international trade transactions, such as
production, purchase, sale, payment etc. of traded goods. The main
objectives of the Working Party have been to ease the information flow,
eliminate errors, relate procedures more closely to trade and transport
requirements, limit information requirements to essential data and minimize
- to the extent possible - the delays caused by unavoidable official
control measures and other interventions. The introduction of new
techniques for the compilation, transmission, storage and retrieval of data
is considered to provide an excellent opportunity for changes in
procedures. As part of this work, the Working Party has recommended the
abolition of consular formalities, the discouragement of preshipment
inspection and the encouragement of adoption of the Kyoto Convention
(ECE/TRADE/141/Rev.1).
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ANNEX I

STANDARD PRACTICES FOR DOCUMENTARY REQUIREMENTS FOR THE
IMPORTATION OF GOODS

Decision of 7 November 1952

1. Documents required

Facts relating to imported goods which are required for customs or
other governmental purposes should, to the greatest possible extent, be
ascertained from the commercial documents relating to the transaction in
question. In principle the following commercial documents should suffice
to meet governmental requirements:

(i) transport document (bill of lading, consignment note); and

(ii) commercial invoice, accompanied where necessary by a packing
list.

The specification of these documents does not mean that documents such
as manifests, customs entry or declaration forms or import licences can be
dispensed with. It is also to be understood that in certain circumstances
the production of other documents such as certificates of origin, consular
invoices, freight or insurance papers, sanitary certificates etc. may be
required.

2. Combined invoice form

Where governments require two or more of the following documents:.

(i) commercial invoice

(ii) consular invoice

(iii) certificate of origin

they should alternatively accept, at the trader's option, either separate
documents or a combined form taking their place, provided the combined form
incorporates all the information normally contained in the separate
documents.
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3. Copies of documents

Governments should keep down to a strict minimum the number of copies
of documents required. As far as possible any government-issued forms
should be supplied to traders free of charge or at approximate cost.

4. Collection 3f statistical information

Where statistical information is required by governments, it should as
far as possible be taken from the customs and other documents normally
submitted by the exporter or importer for customs purposes. The exporters
should not be required to fill in statistical forms--for the government of
the importing country and the importer should not be required to provide
statistical information for the country of export. In other words, the
government of the exporting country should get its data from the exporter
and the government of the importing country from the importer.

5. Tariff classification of goods

It should not be obligatory for the exporter or shipper to classify
his goods according to the customs tariff of the country of import. Such
classification should be done by the importer, if required, subject of
course to review by customs authorities.

6. Weights and measures

While governmental authorities should be free to require their import
and export documents to be made out in terms of the weights and measures in
force in their territory, commercial documents expressed in terms of the
weights and measures of the country of exportation or in terms of any
weights or measures used internationally in the trade concerned should be
accepted in support of import documents. Similarly, export invoices
expressed in terms of the weights and measures of the importing country or
in terms of any weights or measures used internationally in the trade
concerned should be accepted in support of export documents.
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ANNEX II

STANDARD PRACTICES FOR CONSULAR FORMALITIES

Recommendation of 7 November 1952

1. Any consular fee should not be a percentage of the value of the goods
but should be a flat charge.

2. Consular invoices and consular visas should not be required for
consignments of goods of an invoice value not exceeding US$100 (or the
equivalent in other currencies).

3. Any consular fee should be payable in the currency of the exporting
country.

4. Where a country has no consular representative in the country of
export and a consular invoice or consular visa is ordinarily required, an
appropriate endorsement by the consular representative of another country,
by a Chamber of Commerce, or by the customs authorities or any other
governmental authority in the country of export should be accepted in lieu
of the consular invoice or consular visa.

5. No charge (except. a regular consular fee for any required replacement
document) should be imposed for mistakes made in good faith by the exporter
in drawing up the document and, within reasonable limits, corrections to
the original documents should be permitted.

6. When forms are issued by governments, they should be supplied to
traders free of charge or at approximate cost.

7. Not more than five copies of each document should be required.

8. Delays in dealing with documents and charges for overtime should be
reduced to a minimum.

9. If a time limit is laid down for submission of documents to the
consular authorities, days on which the consulate is not open for business
should not be taken into account.

10. No penalties or additional charges should be applied when invoices or
other documents are presented for consular legalization before the date of
importation, but not later than ten calendar days after the date of
exportation.



MTN.GNG/NG2/W/29
Page 14

ANNEX III

CONSULAR FORMALITIES

Recommendation of 30 November 1957

Reaffirming their Recommendation of 1952 concerning the abolition of
consular formalities;

Noting that a number of contracting parties have not yet implemented
the terms of that Recommendation and call upon them to do so at the
earliest possible moment;

The CONTRACTING PARTIES:

Recommend that contracting parties, pending full compliance with the
aforementioned Recommendation of 1952, should:

(a) abolish the requirement of a separate consular invoice form and
accept in lieu thereof the commercial invoice (visaed or
legalized if necessary) with the right, however, to require that
the information which was previously entered on the consular
form should be contained in the commercial invoice;

(b) require that consular charges, except administrative fees for
visaing or legalizing, should be paid at destination and not in
the exporting country.

Recommend further, in order to ensure the fairest possible
administration of consular formalities where these are maintained, that the
following rules be observed:

1. No consular charge should be assessed as a percentage of the
value of the goods but should be a flat charge.

2. Where certification or visaing of commercial documents is
required it should be carried out free-of-charge or at a nominal
rate.

3. Consular visas or certificates should not be required for
consignments of goods, the invoice value of which does not
exceed US$100.

1In adopting this Recommendation the CONTRACTING PARTIES expressly
noted that "if the customs authorities require a special invoice form which
may serve as the commercial invoice for traders' purposes, this special
form shall be considered as fulfilling this Recommendation".
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4. Delays in dealing with documents and charges for overtime should
be reduced to a minimum.

5. There should be no requirement for commercial documents to be
presented for consular legalization or certification prior to
exportation; if possible these documents should be accepted up
to the date of importation.

6. As far as penalties are concerned the application of the
provisions of Article VIII, paragraph 3, should be observed in
connection with the requirements of consular formalities.

Invite all contracting parties applying consular formalities to report
to the secretariat as soor. as any further progress in this matter has been
achieved and at any rate each year before 1 September.

Note that the present recommendation supersedes (a) the provisions
concerning the action to be taken pending the abolition of consular
formalities contained in the Recommendation of 7 November 1952 and (b) the
provisions relating to consular requirements in the "Code of Standard
Practices for Documentary Requirements for the Importation of Goods"
adopted by the CONTRACTING PARTIES on the same date.
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ANNEX IV

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON THE SIMPLIFICATION AND
HARMONIZATION OF CUSTOMS PROCEDURES (KYOTO, 18 MAY 1973)

List of Annexes1 Status of -
Acceptances

Reservations

A.1: Customs formalities prior to the
lodgement of the Goods declaration

A.2: Temporary storage of goods

A.3: Customs formalities applicable to
commercial means of transport

A.4: Customs treatment of stores

B.1: Clearance for home use

B.2: Relief from import duties and
taxes in respect of goods declared
for home use

B.3: Re-importation in the same state

C.1: Outright exportation

D.1: Rules of origin

D.2: Documentary evidence of origin

D.3: Control of documentary evidence of
origin

E.1: Customs transit

E.2: Trans-shipment

E.3: Customs warehouses

1Position as of 20 March 1989

36 21

24

12

18

7

3

21

5

3

19

5

23

27

22

21

8

21

23

18

17

I

30

9

39

11

5

28
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List of Annexes Status of Reservations

Acceptances

E.4: Drawback 28 18

E.5: Temporary admission subject to 27 22
re-exportation in the same state

E.6: Temporary admission for inward 21 17
processing

E.7: Duty-free replacement of goods 2 2

E.8: Temporary exportation for outward 20 15
processing

F.1: Free zones 19 16

F.2: Processing of goods for home use 6 5

F.3. Customs facilities applicable to 12 10
travellers

F.4: Customs formalities in respect of 16 12
postal traffic

F.5: Urgent consignments 11 6

F.6: Repayment of import duties and 13 12
taxes

F.7: Carriage of goods coastwise 3 3

G.1: Information supplied by the 9 7
customs authorities

G.2: Relationship between customs 8 6
authorities and third parties

H.1: Appeals in customs matters 7 4

H.2: Customs offences 2 1

J.1: Customs application of computers 4 1
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ANNEX V

CONTRACTING PARTIES TO THE HARMONIZED SYSTEM CONVENTION

(as of 16 December 1988)

states and customs or Date at which the state or Date of entry into force
economic unions union has become a of the Convention for

contracting party these states or unions

Australia 22.09.87 01.01.88
Austria 22.09.87 01.01.88
Bangladesh 22.09.87 01.07.88
Belgium 22.09.87 01.01.88
Botswana 13.02.87 01.01.88
Brazil 06.11.88 01.01.89
Cameroon 16.05.88 01.01.90
Canada 14.12.87 01.01.88
Czechoslovakia 09.12.86 01.01.88
Denmark 22.09.87 01.01.88
Finland 22.09.87 01.01.88
Frarnce 22.09.87 01.01.88
Germazy. F.R. 22.09.87 01.01.88
Greece 15.07.88
Iceland 28.10.87 01.01.88
India 23.06.86 01.01.88
Ireland 22.12.87 01.01.88
Israel 05.08.87 01.01.88
Japan 22.06.87 01.01.88
Jordan 10.06.85 01.01.88
Kenya 29.07.88 01.07.89
Korea, Rep. of 27.11.87 01.01.88
Lesotho 12.12.85 01.01.88
Luxembourg 11.07.88 11.07.88
Madagascar 222.2.87 01.01.88
Malawi 25.10.88
Malaysia 15.12.07 01.01.88
Mauritius 10.06.85 01.01.88
Netherlands 22.09.87 01.01.88
New Zealand 22.09.87 01.01.88
Nigeria 15.03.88 15.03.88
Norway 27.08.87 01.01.88
Pakistan 22.09.87 01.07.88
Portugal 04.11.87 01.01.88
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States and customs or Date at which the state or Date of entry into force
economic unions union has become a of the Convention for

contracting party these states or unions

Saudi Arabia
South Africa
Spain
Sri Lanka

Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Tunisia
Turkey
United Kingdom
United States
Yugoslavia
Zaire
Zambia

Zimbabwe
European Communities

Total:

10.03.88
25.11.87
28.09.87
03.05.88
26.11.85

22.09.87
22.09.87
28.10.87
15.12.88
22.09.87
31.10.88
10.09.87
10.11.87
22.12.86
05.11.86
22.09.87

01.01.90
01.01.88
01.01.88
01.01.89
01. 01. 88

01.01.88
01.01.88
01.01.89
01.01.89
01.01.88

01.0i.89

01.01.88

01.01.88
01.01.88
01.01.88
01.01.88

50

*
Partial application


