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PROPOSAL BY THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES

TRANSPARENCY

INTRODUCT ION

The text agreed in Montreail (MTN, TNC/7(MIN) refers in paragraph 7(a)
to transparency as follows :

"Transparency
Provisions should ensure information with respect to all laws,
regulaticns and administrative guidelines 25 well as international

agreements relating to services trade to which the signatories are
parties through adeguate provisions regarding their avaliability.
Agreement should be reached with respect to any outstanding issues in
this regard.”

The foliowing text sets out the proposals of the Community in relation
to some of the outstanding issues.

ELEMENTS OF RULES ON TRANSPARENCY

A. Pubtlication

1. Signatories will undertake to nubiish all laws, regulations and
adminstrative quidelines which are of general application ang which
place obligations on service suppliers in their markets.
Publication will be made in such a way as not to discriminate
between foreign and domastic supplliers.

2. Such publication shouid take place not later than the date of entry
into force of the measure concerned, and, to the extent possible
prior to that date. In the case of existing measures not previously
published, this obligation shall enter into force [one year] after
the entry into force of the framework.

3. This obllgation shall extend to all sectors covered by the
framework.
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B. Enquiry Points, Counter-Notifications and Consul¥ation Procedures

1. Each slignatory wll! transmit to the Secretariat, for circulation to
all signatories, 2 list of the pubiications in which measures are
published (see A.1 abovs).

2. Signatories wl!i establish enquiry points for the exchange of
Iinformation betwean governments on measures covered by the
publilication obiigation In Section A. At the request of any
signatory, full Iinformation on a measure shall be made available
within four weeks of recelpt of the request.

2. Signatories may counter-not!fy measures which they consider te have
a signivlcant iImpact on trade. Such counter-notification may
initlally be made on a bliaterai basis.

4. A signatory would be ready to consult bilateraily on reguest with
another signatory regarding Information supplied through its enquiry
point under para. B.2 above or regarding a counter-notification
mads under para. B.3 above.

5. A signatory may, following bilatera! ccnsultation, bring the matter
before the appropriate multilatera! body established under the
framework.

C. International Agreements

1. Signatories wlll undertake simiflar obligations with regard to
international agreements reiating to services trade to which they
are parties.

2. Consuitation obllggijons would have to be defined in the !ight of
the framework’s provisions regarding the substance of such
agreements. Specific consuitation obiigations would ciearly apply in
refation to agreements which are subject to derogations from the
framework provisions.

D. Information from Enterprises

Signatories may require enterprises operating within their jurisdiction
to supply Information regarding their operations equivalent to, but
not going beyond, that required under national legisiation from
domestic enterprises operating in that sector.

E. Discretionary Power of Authorities

Signatories will undertake to draft and administer measures afiecting
trade in services in such a way that the necessary discretionary power
of authorities is applied in a manner consistent with the objectives,
prirZipies and rules of the framework.

F. Sub-Nationa! Entities

The obligations set out In Sections A, B, D and E above will also apply
to measures described under paragraph A.1 which are applied by 3ub-
nationai: entities.




