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Note by the Secretariat

Introduction

1. This document has been prepared by the secretariat on its own
initiative, and therefore cannot be considered to bind the participants in
the negotiations in any way. Its purpose is to present, as succinctly and
systematically as possible, the various positions that have been expressed
during the negotiations on agriculture thus far.

2. This summary cannot claim always to be perfectly accurate. It can
sometimes be very difficult to summarize briefly a large number of complex
proposals, some detailed, other more vague.

3. Likewise, it is not claimed that the classification used is either the
only or the best one possible. Its main advantage is that it offers an
overview of some of the major issues which the negotiations will have to
resolve in the coming months.

4. The secretariat considered that this work had to be done in order to
improve its own grasp of the many inputs concerning the problem which are
scattered throughout a copious array of documents. Its sole aim is to make
it easier to keep in mind a number of reference points in this wealth of
diffuse documentation. It is not altogether impossible that it may be of
similar use to the participants in the negotiations.
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