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COMMUNICATION FROM THAILAND

Conditional Offer by Thailand concerning
Initial Commitments on Trade in Services

Revision

The following communication is circulated at the request of Thailand
to the members of the Group of Negotiations on Services.

General Remarks

1. Thailand has continuously participated in the negotiations on trade in
services and wishes to reaffirm her support for a successful conclusion to
the Uruguay Round of negotiations. The importance of a comprehensive
settlement should remain a priority for all participating countries to
strive for, and which can only be achieved through initial trade
liberalization in the services area. For developing countries, however,
the extent of such liberalization must be commensurate with the ability and
the readiness of the service sectors of those countries to undertake the
commitments at the present stage.

2. In an effort to achieve a successful outcome to the Round and to
preserve the genuine spirit of the negotiations, Thailand hereby submits a
revised version of initial commitments on trade in services. Thailand's
offer is presented as a basis for further negotiations to be conducted in
accordance with the Punta del Este Declaration and the agreement rcached
during the Mid-Term Review.

3. This offer is conditional upon the satisfactory outceme of the
Framework Agreement and associated sectoral annexes, the exchange of
commitments among parties to the Agreement, and other areas of interest to
Thailand within the Uruguay Round negotiations. Furthermore, Thailand
reserves the right to withdraw or adjust this offer, in whole or in part,
at any time during the Round.

Limitations, Conditions and Qualifications Applicable t. All Service
Sectors

4, This revised offer is subject to the following general limitations,
conditions and qualifications:

(a) domestic laws, regulations, rules, procedures, decisions,
administrative actions, policies, guidelines or =ny other form of
measures;
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(b) non-discriminatory qualitative measures pertaining to procedures,
technical standards, licensing, prudential consideration,
professional qualifications and competency requirement.

Commercial Presence

5. Unless otherwise specified, commercial presence in sectors or
sub-sectors in this offer is permitted only through the company which is
registered in Thailand and which meets the following conditions:

(a) foreign equity participation must not exceed 49 per cent of the
registered capital; and

(b) the number of foreign shareholders must be less than half of the
total number of shareholders of the company concerned.

Movement of Personnel

6. Without prejudice to paragraph 4 above, in all service sectors-and
sub-sectors, unless otherwise specified, temporary movement of natural
persons is unbound except in the following categories:

(a) a natural person who stays in Thailand for not more than 90 days
for the purpose of participating in business meetings or
contacts, entering into contract to sell or purchase services,
visiting of business establishments or other similar activities;

(b) a corporate transferee of the managerial or executive level,
provided that such person has been employed by the company
concerned outside Thailand for a period of not less than one year
immediately preceding the date of their application for admission
and has satisfied the criteria for management needs stipulated by
the Department of Skill Development. Temporary entry is limited
to a one year pariocd and may be extended for a further two terms
of not more than one year each.

Acquisition and Usage of Land

7. According to the Land Code of Thailand, foreign nationals or domestic
companies which are deemed foreigners are not allowed to purchase or own
land in Thailand. However, they may lease land and own buildings.
Foreigners are also allowed to own part of condominium units under the laws
and regulations governing the ownership of condominiums.

Scope and Classification of Sub-Sectors

8. The scope of sub-sectors contained in this offer, unless otherwise
specified, corresponds to the explanatory notes for services listed in the
1991 Central Product Classification (CPC) of the United Nations Statistical
Office, while the ordering is based on the Services Sectoral Classification
List set out in document MTN.GNS/W/120 dated 10 July 1991.
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