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COMMUNICATION FROM FINLAND

Conditional Offer by Finland Concerning
Initial Commitments on Trade in Services

Revision

The following communication is circulated at the request of Finland to the members of the Group
of Negotiations on Services.

Progressive liberalization of trade in services in its widest possible scope is an essential
goal for Finland in the Uruguay Round negotiations. Finland attaches thus a great importance to
comprehensive initial commitments by all participating countries in the Uruguay Round as a part
of ihe General Agreement on Trade in Services.

This draft schedule is presented in the expectation of corresponding schedules by other
participants in the negotiations and it reflects the bilateral negotiations on initial commitments that
Finland has conducted. The final ou:come of the negotiations will be evaluated in the light of the
quality and number of offers by other participants in the areas of interest to Finland, the scope
and economic value of MFN exemptions sought by other participants and the final contents of the
framework agreement and sectoral annexes. Finland reserves its right to eventually modify and
reduce this offer, as well as to make technical changes, correct errors, omissions or inaccuracies,
at any time prior to the conclusion of the negotiations.

Finland’s negotiations for accession to the European Communities were commenced on
February 1993 and the present schedule may further be affected by these negotiations.

This schedule is based on the draft text of the General Agreement on Trade in Services
(GATS), as contained in the Draft Final Act of 20 December 1991. The classification of the
sectors is based on the document MTN.GNS/W/120 and on the 1991 "Provisional Central Product
Classification" (CPC) of the United Nations, with some limited variations. The scheduling of the
commitments is made according to the secretariat’s note "Scheduling of Initial Commitments in
Trade in Services: Explanatory Note (MTN.GNS/W/164 of 3 September 1993). According to
this Explanatory Note, there is no obligation in the GATS which requires a Member to take
measures outside its territorial jurisdiction. Subsequently, Finland’s commitments are made on the
assumption that subsidies are not to be listed in case of cross-border supply or consumption
abroad.
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