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COMMUNICATION FROM COSTA RICA

Draft Schedule of Costa Rica Concerning
Initial Commitments on Trade in Services

The following communication is circulated at the request of Costa
Group of Negotiations on Services.

Rica to the members of the

Pursuant to Article XX of the General Agreement on Trade in Services, Costa Rica transmits
herewith its draft Schedule of Specific Commitments on Trade in Services.

The draft Schedule includes the technical specifications agreed upon during the negotiations.

Costa Rica reserves the right to modify, increase, reduce or withdraw its offer if necessary,
in the light of the results obtained in the negotiations on market access under the Uruguay Round,
particularly with regard to tropical products, agriculture and textiles.

It also reserves the right to make technical changes in the offer, which may include clarifications
or amendments as required.

Costa Rica likewise reserves the right to make changes to the Schedule in the light of the
verification process to take place after 15 December.
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SCHEDULE OF HORIZONTAL COMMITMENTS APPLICABLE TO THE SECTORS
LISTED IN THE SECTORAL PART OF THE SCHEDULE

The Law provides that foreigners wishing to provide a service that requires the exercise of
a profession must belong to the competent professional college. In some cases, compulsory membership
is dependent upon fulfilment of nationality and residence requirements. In certain cases, foreign
professionals may only be employed by State bodies if no Costa Ricans are prepared to provide the
service in the required conditions.

The Law states that the land maritime zone is non-transferable and gives the State total control
over it. Nevertheless, the State is allowed to grant concessions to individuals. The Law lays down
restrictions on participation by foreign natural and/or legal persons in concessions which the State is
empowered to grant. This measure mainly concerns commercial presence.
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