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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MTN

Note by the Secretariat

1. Following the request made at the twelfth meeting of the Consultative Group,
the present note summarizes developments in the implementation of the MTN results
in the period up to the summer recess. In broad terms, in the tariff field
contracting parties nave been implementing the first stage of tariff concessions.
With respect to the multilateral agreements or arrangements negotiated in the MTN,
the initial period of operation has been mainly concerned with implementing
administrative and procedural aspects and information requirements. Details on the
meetings held by the various Committees or Councils resulting from the MTN
agreements and arrangements and the issues which have been considered therein are
briefly reflected below. It is intended that in relation to the implementation of
Part. IV of the General Agreement, the secretariat will provide to the Committee on
Trade and Development a summary of developments concerning the implementation of the
MTN results, with particular reference to points of interest to developing countries,
in order to provide contracting parties with an opportunity to exchange views on
developments relating to the operation of each agreement and arrangement. It may
also be recalled that regular reports to the CONTRACTING PARTIES from the Committees
or Councils are provided for in the Decision of 28 November 1979 - Action by the
CONTRACTING PARTIES on the Multilateral Trade Negotiations (L/4905).

Tariffs

2. The tariff concessions negotiated in the Multilateral Trade Negotiations
(Geneva (1979) Protocol to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade and the
Supplementary Protocol thereto) are being implemented in accordance with the time-
tables indicated by the countries concerned. The status of acceptances has been
circulated in document L/4914/Rev.2 and Addenda and is summarized in the Annex.

3. At its meeting on 29 January 1980 (C/M/138), the Council of Representatives
established a Committee on Tariff Concessions (L/4936) with the following terms of
reference:

"To supervise the task of keeping the GATT schedules up-to-date; to
supervise the staging of tariff reductions; to provide a forum for
discussion of questions relating to tariffs; and to report periodically to
the Council."

The membership is open to all contracting parties indicating their wish to serve on
the Committee.
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4. The Committee on Tariff Concessions at meetings held on 28 February and
7.July 1980 has considered the following issues:

(i) nomination of officers;

(ii) introduction of a loose-leaf.system for the Schedules of
Tariff Concessions;

(iii) status of acceptance of the Geneva (1979) Protocol and the
Supplementary Protocol;

(iv) implementation of MTN concessions;

(v) procedures for negotiations under Article.XXVIII;

(vi) adjustment of specific duties under Article II:6(a) (L/4938);

(vii) the rôle of the Committee in seeking solutions to residual
problems in the tariff field, in particular those concerning
developing countries.

5. In the light of the discussions which have taken place in the Committee
on Tariff Concessions, the Council has adopted the following proposals and
decisions:

- Introduction of a Loose-Leaf System for the Schedules of Tariff
Concessions (26 March 1980 - C/M/139).

- Procedures for Modification and Rectification of Schedules of
Tariff Concessions (26 March 1980 - C/M/139 and L/4962).

- Extension until 31 December 1980 of the time-limit for acceptance
of the Geneva (1979) Protocol to the General Agreement and the
Supplementary Protocol (18 June 1980 - C/M/141 and L/4995).

Multilateral Agreements and Arrangements resulting from the
Multilateral Trade Negotiations

6. On 1 January 1980, the following multilateral instruments negotiated
in the Tokyo Round came into force:

The Agreement.on Interpretation and Application of Articles VI, XVI
and XXIII of the General Agreenent on Tariffs and Trade;
The Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade;

The Agreement on Import Licensing Procedures:;

The revised.Agreement on Implementation of Article VI of the
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade;

The Arrangement on Trade in Civil Aircraft;

The Arrangement Regarding Bovine Meat;

The International Dairy Arrangement.
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7. The status of acceptances as of 6 October 1980¹ of these Agreements or
Arrangements, together with that of the Agreements on Government Procurement
and on the Implementation of Article VII of the General Agreement, which are
due to take effect on 1 January 1981, is shown in document L/4914/Rev.2 and
Addenda and in the Annex.

Arrangements on Bovine Meat and Dairy Products

8. The Councils established under the Arrangements on Bovine Meat and
Dairy Products adopted at their first meetings, in February 1980, rules of
procedure, including procedures for the participation of observers. At its
second session, in June 1980, the International Dairy Products Council
reviewed the functioning of the arrangement, on the basis, inter alia, of
reports of the first sessions of the Committees of the Protocols Regarding
Milk Fat, Certain Milk Powders and Certain Cheeses, and undertook an
evaluation of the situation in, and outlook for, the world market for dairy
products. The Council took note of the replies that had been received to
certain questionnaires and had an exchange of views on information concerning
domestic policies and trade measures (L/4997). The International Meat
Council, at its second greeting, in June 1980, considered replies to the
agreed questionnaire concerning statistics and information on domestic
policies and trade measures and on bilateral or plurilateral agreements.
It also undertook an evaluation of the world market situation and outlook
and examined the functioning of the Arrangement.

Arrangement on Trade in Civil Aircraft

9. The Committee on Trade in Civil Aircraft at its first meeting, in
February 1980, adopted procedures for the participation of observers. The
Committee decided to apply the GATT Procedure for Modification and
Rectification of Schedules (BISD, Sixteenth Supplement, page 16) in respect
of the Annexes to the Agreement. The Committee heard status reports under
different Articles of the Agreement. It also established the Technical
Sub-Committee under Article 8:4. The Chairman stated that the Committee's
conduct of business would be guided by existing GATT rules and practices
(L/4944). At its second meeting in July 1980, the Committee heard status
reports and examined matters arising under different articles of the
Agreement, and agreed on a text concerning the relationship of the relevant
provisions of the Aircraft Agreement and other agreements (L/5006).

Agreements on Non-Tariff Measures

10. The Committees established under the four Agreements on Non-Tariff
Measures that have come into force have held a series of meetings. They
have adopted procedures for the participation of observers (L/4965, Annex I,
for example) and discussed procedures for the accession of non-contracting
parties. They have also accepted procedures for the circulation and also
for derestriction of documents. In addition, they have considered the
preparation of lists of persons available for serving on panels. Further
information is provided below.

English only
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11. The Committee on Anti-Dumping Practices met in January and May 1980
(L/4945, L/4980), and the Committee on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures
in January, March and May 1980 (L/4946, L/4965, L/4983). They have taken up
questions relating to the reporting of anti-dumping and countervailing action
and agreed on a standard form for such reports. They have also decided that
they would proceed with a systematic examination of the relevant national
legislation at their next meetings, scheduled for October 1980. The two
Committees have also considered questions of other notifications under the
relevant Articles of the Agreements and arrangements for the annual reviews
of the operation of the Agreements at their autumn sessions. At their May
meetings, the two Committees decided to set up a joint group of experts with
the task of identifying, at technical level, problems involved in the defini-
tion of the word "related" (footnote 7 to Article 4 of the Agreement on Anti-
Dumping and footnote 21 to Article 6:5 of the Agreement on Subsidies and
Countervailing Measures).

12. At its March meeting, the Committee on Subsidies and.Countervailing
Measures adopted a procedure in regard to Article 14:5 of the Agreement
whereby a developing country signatory should endeavour to enter into a
commitment to reduce or eliminate export subsidies when the use of such.
export subsides is inconsistent with its competitive and development needs.
At its May meeting, this Committee decided to establish a group of experts
with the task of identifying, at technical level, problems involved in the
calculation of the amount of subsidy (footnote 15 to Article 4:2).

13. At its May meeting, the Committee on Anti-Dumping Practices, having
regard to the special situation of developing countries, adopted decisions
concerning the application and interpretation of the Agreement in relation
to such countries and facilitating application of the relevant provisions
of the Anti-Dumping Code by developing countries.

14. The Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade met in January (.L/4951),
April (L/h4979), June (L/4993) and July 1980. In addition to taking up the
general issues referred to in paragraph 11 above, the Committee has heard
general policy statements from a number of delegations as well as statements
on steps taken by signatories to implement and administer the Agreement, and
discussed procedures for notification under the relevant Articles of the
Agreement. It has also taken up the question of the avoidance of duplication
with the work of international standardizing bodies and considered prepara-
tions for the annual review of the Agreement. At its June meeting, the
Committee agreed on procedures for the accession to the Agreement of countries
not contracting parties to the GATT. At its July meeting, the Committee also
discussed preparations for the annual review of the operation of the Agreement
and agreed on procedures for this purpose. A number of signatories have
raised potential or actual trade problems for consideration by the Committee.

15. The Committee on Import Licensing, at its meetings in January and
April 1980 (L/h950, L/4984), discussed, in addition to the general matters
referred to in paragraph 11 above,procedures for the supply of information and
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notifications under the relevant Articles of the Agreement on the basis of
a secretariat proposal, and generally agreed to adopt these procedures on the
understanding that they would be reviewed again at a later stage in the light
of experience. It also heard general policy statements from a number of
delegations.

16. The Agreement on the Inplementation of Article VII of the General
Agreement - Customs Valuation - will enter into force on 1 January 1981.
However, effective 1 July 1980 the United States and the European Economic
Community have implemented the Agreement (L/5005 and L/5008).

17. The Agreement on Government Procurement will also enter into force on
1 January 1981. A procedure for changes to the list of entities is
reproduced in L/4911. Information concerning changes to the lists of entities
contained in Annex I to the Agreement was circulated in L/4947 and L/5018.
A procedure for accession to the Agreement prior to its entry into force is
reproduced in L/4912.

18. Signatories of the Agreements on Customs Valuation and Government
Procurement have held consultations on a number of technical points,
including the question of conformity with national legislation and provision
of information, with a view to preparing the implementation of the Agreements.

Safeguards

19. In accordance with the mandate given to it by the CONTRACTING PARTIES
(L/4898) the Committee on Safeguards met in June 1980 (L/4998). Members
of the Committee affirmed their determination to work towards agreement on an
improved safeguard system. Some delegations recalled the views expressed by
them earlier on the subject. The Committee noted that intensive, informal
consultations were underway. However, it felt that it was premature to draw
any conclusions at this stage. The Committee believed that the process of
consultations should be continued, intensified, enlarged and speeded-up.
The Coxmittee remains on call for further meetings and should be expected to
submit a further report to the CONTRACTING PARTIES at the thirty-sixth
session in November 1980.
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COUNTRlES
CONTACTING PARTIES

Geneva Suppl.
1979 1979
Protocol Protocol

- ...4---

Tech: Gov't.
Barriers Procur.

Subsid.
Counter-
vail.

Bovine
Meat

Dairy Customs
Val.
Agree 't

Customs
Val.
Protocol

Import,
Lic.

Civil
Aircraft

Anti-
Dumping

Argentina AR A S _ ____ S S S' S S _________
Australia AU A __ ____ A A A _________
Austria AT A A S A A A S S A A A

Bangladesh BD ____

Barbados BB

Belgium BE S S ____ ________

Benin BJ

Brazil BR AA A ______ A*

Burma BU___
Burundi BI__ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ ______

Cameroon

-Canada CA S S A A A A* A S' A

Cent. Afr. Rep. fl

Chad TD ___

Chile CL S S S _ _ S ____ __

Congo CG-

Cuba CU

Cyprus

Czechoslovakia CU A

Denmark DK A* A*

Dominican Rep. BS A _ ___ ____

Egypt S_ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

EEC. E A A A A A A A A A A A A

Finland FI A A S A A A S S A _ A

.France FR A A __ _______A

Gabon GA

Gambia GM ___ ____

Germany DE S A* A*

Ohana G

Greece. GR________

Guyana GY ___

Haiti HT__ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Hungary HU A A' A A A A A A
Iceland is A

India. A A A' A*AA'

Indonesia ID A___

Ireland IE A A A __

Israel. IL S S_____

Italy IT A A S _

Ivory Coast CI S ____

Jamaica JM A ____

Japan JP A' A A A A A A A A A A

Kenya. __ _ __ _

Krrea AR A ___

Kuvait _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Luxembourg LU AAA

A Accepted

Cf: L/4914/Rev.2 and Adda. 1-5

S : Signed (acceptance pending) *reservation, condition
and/or declaration
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COUNTRI E S

CONTRACTING PARTIES
Geneva
1979
Protocol.

Suppl.
1979
Protocol

Tech.
Barriers

Gov't. Subsid. Bovine
Procur. Counter Meat

vail

Dairy Customs Customs Import
Val. Val. Lic..
Agree't Protocol

Civil Anti-
Aircraft Dumping

Madagascar MG -J___ ___

Malawi MW
Malaysia MY A

Malta M

Mauritania MR

Mauritius MU

Netherlands NL A* S* S

New Zealand NZ A A A A A

Nicaragua NI____

Niger

Nigeria NG__ ____

Norway MO A A S A A A S S A A A

Pakistan PK A

Philippines PH _____

Poland PL

Portugal PT

Romania ROA____ A A A A A A

Rwanda RW

Senegal. SN

Sierra Leone SL

Singapore SG A A

South Africa ZA A A AA

Spain ES S S S S* S

Sri Lanka LK

Suriname SR

Sweden SE A A S A A A A A A A A

Switzerland CH A A A* A A A A S A A* A

Tanzania TZ

Togo TG

Trinidad & TT
Tobago

Turkey TR

United Kingdom GB A A A* A* A* A* A* A* A* A*

United States US A. A A5 A A. A S S A A A

Upper Volta HV

Ulruguay UY A A A A ____

Yugoslavia YU S S_ ___ 5 S S

Zaire ZR S

Zimbabwe

OTHER COUNTRIES

Bulgaria BG A

Colombia** Co

Costa Rica CR _________

EcuadorEC

Mexico MX

Panama PA

Thailand. TH

Tunisia** TN ___ Prov.j

Venezuela VE ____ -t...... ___

**Provisional
accession
to GATT

: Signed (acceptancee pending) *reservation, condition
and/or declaration

Cf: L/4914/Rev.2 and Adds. 1-5


