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GRAINS

A. Production: production measures and policies

A.1. Statistical data on total volume of production, acreage and average
vield

A.2. Trends in production and estimates for 1970

Production of Cereals

¹The yields/ha. for 1970 were estimated on the assumption of

conditions of growth.
average

1965 1966 1967 Forecast1970¹

Areas ('000 ha.)
Wheat 275.6 313.8 316.3 309
Rye 156.5 144.0 138.7 130
Barley 220.1 229.9 231.7 248
Oats 136.3 125.9 123.8 113
Maize 50.0 55.3 60.2 69
Other cereals 28.2 31.9 32.1

Yields per ha. (q./ha.)
Wheat 24.0 28.6 33.0 30
Rye 20.2 25.2 27.2 25
Barley 23.8 30.7 33.3 32
Oats 20.1 25. 27.1 26
Maize 37.3 49.6 52.5 45
Other cereals 21.3 26.1 2?. 6

Total production ('000 tons)
Wheat 660.7 896.9 1,045.4 926
Rye 315.5 363.2 377.1 326
Barley 522.9 705.7 772.2 793
Oats 274o1 325.2 335.7 294
Maize 186.5 274.6 315.8 313

Other cereals 59.9 83.4 88.6
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Acreage under cereals (including maize) has remained comparatively
constant for the last two decades at about 900,000 hectares. Regionally
and between the individual types of grain, however, there have been
considerable fluctuations. Barley and wheat acreage wasgreatly extended.
Oats and rye, on the other hand, decreased by half.During the last few
years the average maize acreage, especially in Styria and Lower Austria,
has greatly increased. Climatic conditions, however, set limits to further
growth.

Since the beginning of the 1960's, as a result of increased yield per
hectare, there have been surpluses of wheat, whilst considerable quantities
of feeding grain (maize and barley) were imported. This development led
agricultural policy, step by step, to a strengthening of price relations
between bread and feeding grains. A continuation of this policy will also
be necessary in the future.

Cereal acreage is expectcd to remain unchanged until 1970. Cultivation
of wheat is to be slowed down and oats will become less important; barley
and maize will expand. The yield per hectare will rise further. (In 1966
and 1967, as a result of favourable weather conditions, it was very good.)

A.3. Statistical data on carry-over stocks and stockpiles

Stocks are maintained and financed by the State only in the case of
feed grains in order to secure supplies for agriculture in the winter months
and to compensate for possible fluctuations in word market prices. In
this way every year an average of 30,000 tons of feed grains is placed in
stocks maintained by the State. Up to now, S 20 to 30 million ($0.770
to $1.54million) have been used for subsidizing stocks.

A.4. Factors which affect production

Seo general reply in section A.4. of COM.AG/W/33.

A.5. Policies and measures of the Governmént influencing production

See general reply in section A.5. of COM.AG/W/33 and A.3. above.
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B. Protection and support measures and policies

B.I. Internal support measure and policies

3.I.1. Inventoryofthe instruments of support

B.I.2. Levels of guaranteed or support prices

Official maximum priceshave beenestablished for all varieties of
wheat; in addition a subsidy has beengranted

In the case of soft wheat an endeavour has been made to bring about,
by price adjustment, a decrease ofproduction in favour of feeding grains.

Up to now the maximum price has been from S 2,200 ($84.61 ) to
S 2,390 ($91.92) per ton whereby the minimum price was paid in July of the
harvest year and the maximum price in June of the following year.From
1 July 1968 the monthly setting of the maximum price will be adjusted so
that at the close of the wheat trade year S 2,450 ($94.22) per ton will be
paid in order to encourage private storage.

Until 30 June 1968, in addition to these prices a subsidy of
S 170 ($6.54) was paid for every ton of sot wheat; from 1 July 1968 this
subsidy was reduced to S 100 ($3.85) a ton, in order to offset the
excessive cultivation of soft wheat.

Guality wheat is cultivated in certain districts on a contract basis.
The official fixed price up to now has been S 2,300 ($88.46)a ton and has
remained stable throughout the year; after addition of a lump subsidy of
S 170 ($6.54) a ton and a quality premium of S 210 ($8.08) a ton, the
producer price of quality wheat amounts to a total of S 2,680. ($103.08) a
ton.

The cultivation of hard wheat has also been particularly stimulated
by theestablishment of a maximum price on a contract basis. Throughout
the year the price has stood at S2,650 ($101.92) a ton; atcr the
addition of a lump subsidy of S 170 ($6.54) a ton and a quality premium of
S 263.50 ($10.13) a ton, the producer price of hard wheat amounts to a
total of S 3,083.50 ($118.59) a ton.

In rye a permanent decrease in acreage has been evident during the
last few years, so that Astrian requirements were no longer covered.
In order to offset this development the price of rye was raised on
1 July 1968 by S 50 ($1.92) a ton.
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The price of rye has also been officially fixed in monthly stages; in
July it amounts to S 2,000 ($76.92) a ton (from 1 July 1968S 2,050 ($78.85)
a ton), in the months March to June S 2,190 ($84.29) a ton (from 1 July 1968
S 2,240 ($86.15) a ton). To this is added a subsidy of S 200 ($7.69) a
ton. By this means also it is hoped to bring about a reduction in wheat
cultivation.

In order to meet domestic requirements, stocking of wheat is
encouraged by a State subsidy towards costs; in addition there are private
stocks belonging to wholesale buyers and mills. This stocking does not
affect international trade.

There are no Government stocks of rye; a certain stocking of mills
is encouraged by State cost subsidies.

B.I.3. Amounts of producer subsidies

See B.I.2. above.

B.I.4. Average returns to producers

The average return to the producer cannot be given because such
details are not at hand and cannot be ascertained at short notice.

B.I.5. Method of determining returns for producers

B.II. Measures at the frontier

The Marketing Law of 1958 in its present form also applies to imports
of cereals. In the cereals soctor, quantity control is enforced in addition
to a variable levy regulation with the object of bringing the price of
imported products in line with those of domestic wholesalers. Every year
in the light of domestic needs and production, import and export plans are
established. The necessary imports are providcd for from time to time by
tenders. Simplified import procedures are included within the framework of
import plans (certain types of feeding grains).
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C. Consumption and internal prices

C.1. Statistical data on consumption

C.2. Trends in consumption andestimates for 1970

Trends in Consumption of Cereals

Forecast%increase.9.5.6.. .19-7!

1965-66 1966-67 Forecast or decrease0
1970 over 1966-67

Per capita consumption (kgs.) 2 -2.

Wheat 77.0 76.7 77.0 76.C -1.3

Rye 42.4 | 43.0 41.6 40.5 -2.6

Feed grains 4.0 3.6 4.0 3.6 -10.0
to oSt' .''1 I

Total consumption ('000 tons)

Wheat 557 558 563 563.8 +01

Rye f307 < 313 304 300.5 -1.2

Feed grains 29 . 26 29 26.7 --7.9

¹Based on Ernährungsbilanzen, Economic Year: 1 July to 30 June.

The demand for grain products which, as a result of a unsiderable rise
in nourishment standards, has dropped during the last few years, will in all
probability decline still further. For 1970 a consumption of 76 kgs.
wheat and 40.5 kgs. rye per head of the population can be anticipated, which
is about 1 per cent and 3 per cent less, respectively, than in 1966/67.
The consumption of feed grains (maize, oats, barley) is expected to drop
from 4 kgs. to 3.6 kgs. per head, cereals from 5.6 kgs. to 5.1 kgs. per
head.

C.3. Retail and wholesale prices

Retail prices for selected products, together with wholesale prices
for what, rye, barley and oats are to be found below:
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Retail Prices

in.Austrian shillings and US dollars (in brackets))
* . s ar-- wwr. 1 9 6 7

Products unit 1965 1966 1967

Wheat flour kg. 5.11 ('0.20) 5.15 ($0,20) 5.77 ($0.22)
Semolina kg. 5.40($0.21) 5,43 (0.21) 6.05 ($0.23)
Rice kg.-- *7.35-. (D.28) 8.72 (` 0 34) 8.95 ('0.34)
Rolled oats 250 grs... 3.80 (5,$0,14) 3.3 ($0.15) 4.12 (0,16)|

Wholesale Prices
(Prices in Austrian schillings and US dollars (in brackets))

Products Unit 1,965 .1.966 j 1967

Wheat 100 kgs. 210..38 (.09 210.38-_($8.09) 1247.63 ($9.52)
Rye 100 kgs. 189.08 (.7.27) l19.08 (>7.27) 1226.03 ($8.69)
Barley 100 kgs. 235.29 (9,0.5) 239.75 ($9.22) .242.00 ($9.31)

Oats 100 kgs. 203.79 (;;$W7.84) 203.63 (;7'.83) l94.3 (7.49)

C.4. Factors which condition the Evolution of internal consumption

See the general reply in section C.4. of COM.AG/W/33.

C.5. Policies and measures affecting consumption

The price for flour and bread is fixed officially. By means of
milling equalization what milling is subject to tax, rye milling receives
a subsidy) an adequate consumption of dark brad (rye brad) is maintained.

(Prices



COM.AG/W/33/Add.2
Page 8

D. International trade and prices

D.1. Statistical data on the volume and value of imports and exports

Imports

(Value in S million and US$ million)

1'965 1966 1967

Cereals, milling products 1,860.0 l,798.3 1,129.0
and bakery products ($''71.537) (`$69.164) ($43.422)

(VJalue in S million and UStS million)

i965 1 1966 1967.

Cereals, milling products 44.0 52.9 104.4
and bakery products ($1,692) |($2.036) ($4.015)

D.2. Levels of export and import prices prevailing in various markets

D .3. Export aid measures and policies

(a) Storage arrangements exist for cereals for internal marketing
requirements and not for export policy.

(b) There are no non-commercial transactions.

D.4. Bilateral arrangements affecting, imports or exports

Austria has contracted bilateral trade agreeements with a number of
countries with whom it has not been possible to set up a multilateral
payments system. The quota arrangements with these countries have a purely
indicative value.


