
GENERAL AGREEMENT ON
TARIFFS AND TRADE

RESTRICTED
COM. AG/W/68/Add. 1
24 September 1971

Special Distribution

Agriculture Committee

IMPORT MEASURES

Annex 1: Tariffs

1. At its meeting on 9 July 1970 the Agriculture Committee agreed (see COM.AG/W/60,
paragraph 4 and COM.AG/22, paragraph 8) that a document on import measures should be
drawn up for submission to it.

2. This document will contain a summary of information on (a) tariffs,
(b) quantitative restrictions including contralized trading, and (c) variable levies
and other special charges. This summary will mention The existence of health and
sanitary regulations, indicate the practical difficulty of dealing with them in the
summary table and will refer the reader to an annex containing details on the health
and sanitary regulations which had been notified.

3. The document will also contain four detailed annexes in addition to the summary
table and will be issued in the following parts :

COM.AG/W/68

Add.2/Part 1

/Add.2/Part 2
/Add.3
/Add.4/

COM. AG/W/71

- Summary table
-- Annex 1 Tariffs

Annex 2 Quantitative restrictions (countries covered
by Joint Working Group)

- Annex 2: Qauantitative restrictions (other countries )
Annex 3: Variable levies and other special charges

- Annex 4: Part 1 Health and sanitary regulations
notified

Part 2 Various non-tariff barriers

All the annexes listod above have now been issued.

4. The secretariat has collected tariff data available on computer tape for Austria,
Canada, Denmark, European Communities, Finland, Japan, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland
United Kingdom and United States.

5. Members of the Committee will recall that the secretariat has established a
preliminary print-out designed to describe the tariff situation at the tariff item
level as it will be when all Kennedy Round concessions are implemmented (see C0M.AG/W/58).
The secretariat has now revised this print-out by incorporating into it the comments
subsequently receivced from delegations

6. This dotailed listing provides information on duty rates, their status under the
General . Agreement and on imports for two or three recent years under each tariff line.
The layout of the detailed listings of items in Chapters 1 to 24, which is the same as
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that used for the industrial chapters and which is identical to that used in the
preliminary print-out (see COM.AG/W/58) is dscribed more fully in the second
part of the present document.

7. The deteiled listings are very voluminous and, as the Committee has
previously been informed, their reproduction for general distribution would have
budgetary implications. The Committee may wish to recommend that provision be
made in the budget for their distribution. For the present they are available
to members of the Committee for reference purposes in the secretariat.
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Each file contains the, full post-Kennedy Round most-favoured-nation tariff
and, unlessotherwise stated, the value of imports in 1964, 1967 and/or 1968.
The customes tariffs are arranged accordingtothe Brussels Tariff Nomenclature.
Countries which use a different tarif classification have established a concor-
dance for the purpose of This study. The numbering of tarifflines beyond the
four-digits of the BTN follows the national customs tariff. Descriptions cither
in English or in Frenchare base on the respective issues of the International
dastoms Journal, published by theInternational Customs Tariffs Bureauin Brussels.
In order to facilitate recordingthe data on magnetic tape, certain simplications
ofthe description were necessary. The tariffhas, in
general, been abbreviatated and the tarif numbering convertedinto numerical code.
In addition to tariff numbers, statisïcalcodinghasbeen included for countries
reportingtrade under a different nomonclature.

As already mentioned, the duty ratesreportedhereare these which will be
in force when the Kennedy Round concessions arefully implemented. They referto
most-favoured-nation treatmentonly.1 Conditionalreductionsassuming e.g. the
abolitionof the "American selling price" have been takeninto account but, on
the other hand, temporary increases, reductions orsuspensions of duties have, in
general, not been retainined.Unless otherwise stated, fiscal duties are not
included. Only ad valorom rates or cd valorem incidences of specificdutiesare

showinin in the tariff column.Spcific or mixed rates which are usually reported
at the end of the descripition textwere converted into ad valorem equivalentson
the basis of 1964 and 1967 or 1968 import unit valuesand rounded to one decimal
point. As The duty ratesreferto most-favoured-nation treatment, the ad valorem
incidences were in general calculated on most-favoured-nationonly.

In addition to the duty rates, the listings also include indications
concerning the type ofduty and its legal status under the General Agreement.
Distinction is made between bindings which refer to the whole and to a part of a
tariff lino, and also between bindings at the prevailing rate or a ceiling rate.
In most country files, definitions of partial bindings are given in the
description column on the line following the full tariff item, and ceiling duty
rates are shown in brackets at the end of the description.

Theincidence of variable levies, variable componentsother special
charges has not been included in the tabulations but tariff sub-headingssubject
to such charges are identified.

The trade data are asfar as possible reported in full detail of thennational
customs tariff . In some cases tariff sub-headings which were introduced duringor
after the Konnedy Round are not available in trade returns forearlieryears. An

1Wherever applicable, a list of ;referential duties isshown in the Appendix.
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attemptwasmade toallocatetrade to these newly-created items on the basis of
the most recent import date, which already distinguish such newtariff sub-items.
In some cases, however,import valueshad to be derived from trading partners'
returns or to be allocated arbitrarily from larger aggregates to the appropriate
tariff lines. In a fewcases, finally,imports could not be allocated to the new
tariff sub-headings and their value is reported for several tarifflines combined.
whencomparing the advalorem duty ratesamongcountries, it should be born in

mindthatthe United States andtheCanadian duties are applied on an f.o.b. basis
and are therefore not strictly comparable tothose appliedby countries which
adhere to the Brussels definitionof vaue.

The import figures refer to theyears 1964, 1967 and/or 1968. They are
expressed in thousands of United States dollars. Due to different valuation
procedures, the United states and the Canadian import figures are not strictly
comparable with those ofother countries covered in the study. Inaddition to
total trade, imiports from countries entitled tomost-favoured-nation treatment
are distinguished from imports originating in preferential areas and countries;
for the EFTA countries,imports from allotherEFTA suppliers,and for the EEC,
intra-EEC trade are reported separately. 1 Imports from developed anddeveloping
countries are also distinguished both for most-favoured-nation and for preferential
and area trade. Individual supplying countries are reported in decreasing order
of imortance. In addition to import values, percentage shares of the most-
favoured-nation and preferential areas in total imports and of individual
countries in the corresponding area total are also shown.

In designing the layout for the detailed listings, the secretariat endeavoured
to supply the data in the greatest detail available yet, at the same time, to keep
the volume of the tables within manageable proportions. Unavoidably, the latter
consideration required some sacrifice in terms of easy legibility-of the tables.
The tabulations should be read in the following way:

(i) For each tariffsub-heading,which is identified by a number in the
first column,the first line shows the tariff number and description,
the duty rate and the binding sode. This symbol indicates not only the
status of the duty rateunder the General Agreement, but also the type
of duty.Thevalue ofimports from all provanancesand from the most-
favoured-nation and prefeential areas inthe reference period is also
shown onthat line. Summarized import data for more recent years will
be found on the second or third line.

(ii) The subsequent linesindicate,for the most recentyour available, imports
from individualsupplying countries. Most-favoured-nation developed
countries are reported first, followed by most-favoured-nation
developing countries and by countries in the Eastern trading area
benefiting from most -favoured-nation treatment. . Intra-area trade,
whereverapplicable, isshown on the following line,followed by imports
from other countries benefiting from preferential treatment, and,

1It should, however, be borne in mindthat the linear rules for tariff
reduction within the EFTA do not, ingeneral, apply to agricultural products.
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finally, from any countries in the Eastern trading area not benefiting
from most-favoured--nation treatment..

(iii) For individual areas and countries of origin, both value (in thousand
dollars) and percentage share in the area total are shown. The two
figures are related by a dash for both area totals and individual
countries of provenance.

(iv) The percentages relating to total most-favoured-nation and total
preferential and area imports are based on imports from all origins,
whereas the percentages of imparts from . developed and developing areas
were calculated in relation to the respective most-favoured-nation or
preferential sub-totals. Shares of individual countries were calculated
in respect of total most favoured nation for the countries belonging to
that category; and in respect of total preferential or area imports
for countries included in the latter category.

The columnheadings refer to data listed under (i) only. For the detailed
import data under (ii), stub descriptions are given at the beginning of each line.

In addition to detailed import figures for each national tariff sub-heading,
sub-totals are shown for each BTN heading and for BTN chapters. Aggregate totals
for Chapters 1 to 24, as well as for total imports, are shown at the end.


