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THE JUST ENERGY TRANSITION
UNDERPINNED BY ENERGY JUSTICE

• ‘Energy justice’ identifies:

a. when and where injustices occur in energy systems; and

b. How best law and policy can respond

• It is both normative and prescriptive (identifies and suggests solutions)

• Three (Five) Tenets: 

i. Distributional 

ii. Procedural, 

iii. Recognition 

iv. and restorative

v. + cosmopolitan





 

Trade-related climate measures by WTO Members 

• CBAM, 

• Eco-labelling, 

• Environmental Goods and Services (EGS) Agreements
 

 Energy is one of the greatest drivers in trade

• Energy as a goods & service pricing determinant, 

• carbon intensity & emissions (20-30% attributed to trade), 

• Security & human rights concerns (direct correlation with international disputes/arbitration)

 Trade and investment can lead to deep decarbonisation of industry/ Net Zero

• Captive renewables for manufacturing and potential H2

• Hydrogen co-generation for both electricity and heat in heavy industry (steel, cement…)

• Complementary e.g. EU CBAM Combined Nomenclature (CN) codes include hard to abate sectors 
(Cement, Iron and Steel, Aluminium, Fertilisers, Elec, Hydrogen)

 One transition leads to the other (interdependent energy -trade transition Intersectionality)

• Resource perspective: fossil fuels to renewables (coupled

• Shift of focus in both trade and energy from products to people and services 

• Geographically: energy & production closer to resources => import substitution H2 & fertiliser
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JUST TRANSITIONS?



LAWS MATTER: IEA OUTLOOK



AMBITION: 

Mismatched global goals 
(decarbonisation & equity aims) 

-vs- 

resources needed to achieve them. 

BREAKDOWN: 

Disaggregated (inter)national 
policy  

-vs-

Nationalist local planning & 
instruments. 

COLLABORATION: 

Public, private, third sector actors

–vs- 

Intersectionality of  sustainable 
trade, energy, finance, & 

governance, 
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