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First of all let me also join the other delegations in thanking you for your able leadership.


The Agreement on Agriculture has brought new disciplines to the world agricultural trade, which became a benchmark in this sector. 

However, that agreement has hardly revealed expected benefits in creating equitable and fair market access conditions to the developing countries.


This fact has been observed in the proposals submitted by those countries during the first phase of the negotiations.  Developing countries have contributed to a large extent to the discussions and put forward the priority issues they have experienced in the implementation period. 


One of those priority issues that I would like to emphasis on is the necessity to strengthen the special and differential treatment for the developing countries.  We are glad to see that this need has been also recognized by the developed countries.


Another issue has been the market access commitments.  Here let me briefly state that it is not a pre-condition at all but as a fact, the steps that will be taken by developed countries on export subsidies and domestic supports will positively affect the willingness of Turkey to proceed with future tariff reductions. 


In this framework, Turkey characterizes the 1st phase of the negotiations effective and fruitful. We believe the impetus we have will continue in the 2nd phase and the issues will be analyzed in detail. 

Let me recall another core point from the proposal we submitted.  The implementation issues and the burden of the existing commitments on developing countries should take the highest priority through the whole process. 


We expect the continuation of the reform process envisaged in Article 20 and once more underline that, the success of the process will depend on how far we will go in reducing or eliminating the trade-distorting practices.
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